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Isaiah 9:1-4; I Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23

Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight, our Lord,
Rock and Redeemer. Amen.

I had a music teacher once who always used metaphors, his favorite analogy was a teapot; “I am
pouring good tea on top of old tea” (the old tea being my hard-to-shake bad habits). “Pour that crap
out (and practice more!)”, he would passionately exclaim. He also talked about coming to my lessons
holding too many things, too tightly; “You have no room to grip onto something new.  Put that crap
down” he would try to tell me in his own passionate way. I know it is not the pedagogical style that
most would use today, but that notion of letting go to let in has always stuck with me.

It’s sort of like when people (or rappers) have a ‘come to Jesus moment’. Suddenly, they let go of
things that you appreciated about them (or activities that you once did together) because they have
experienced the light, they are motivated to let go. Because they have said yes to Jesus’ call, it is
easier for them to say no to former habits.

When we say yes to Jesus’s call, we will also have to say no to something else.

Listen, I am historically bad at saying no, I remember once at a council meeting I was labelled the
‘church sucker’ and they weren’t wrong, whatever was asked of me I did. Somewhere along the line,
like many women I am certain, I learnt that being a good Christian meant being agreeable, and
accommodating, and amicable. I am of the group who would spend all Saturday making pie from
scratch for the church to sell for less than the cost of butter. But we’d never complain or question the
logic of it, because we were doing it for Jesus, and that makes it alright, right!? Many bible verses
were quoted to me about service, and how to transform the “I need” and “I must” of duty to the “I
want” of service.

The biblical lesson I wished I picked up is, the lesson of my music teacher, sometimes we need to say
‘no’ to create space to say ‘yes’ to God’s call.

Remember, before we meet the sons of John and Zebedee who say yes to Jesus. Jesus has spent
time in the wilderness saying no to the very real temptations of promised health “command these
stones to be loaves of bread”, security “throw yourself down and save yourself” and power “You can
have all the kingdoms of the world” –He says no to it all - “Worship the Lord your God” Jesus says,
“and serve only him”. Jesus says no in order to say “Yes” to God.

And then on word that John has been arrested Jesus flees, much like his parents did all those years
before, to Galilee. On the surface it looks like Jesus is saying a hard no to persecution. Staying alive
is a good thing, and if they went after John, he could easily be next. But instead of going to Galilee to
find some friends and a place to lay his head, Jesus recruits disciples and goes about his ministry.
Again, Jesus says no to persecution from the empire, so that he can say yes to his ministry.

The quote from the prophet Isaiah is a reminder of what Matthew (or the gospel writer), believes
Jesus’s ministry to be.



Matthew quotes Isaiah when the people were under the Assyrian occupation. Isaiah is assuring the
people that there is cause for hope; the burden of occupation, the yoke, the weight of injustice will be
crushed by God via the light. For us, this light is Jesus, and for Jesus this light is us, including
Andrew, Simon Peter, James,  John and everyone who follows his teachings.

I think that Matthew is saying that this Roman empire, like the Assyrian one, needs to be crushed, the
weight of living under this occupation is too great. And millennia later, the empire still lives, in colonial
institutions pretending to be schools, in systems of oppression, in bigotry and hate. Millenia later, the
Empire still needs to be crushed by God through God’s people. This is at the heart of Jesus’ ministry,
to take down the empire, to build the resistance, to crush all systems of oppression, to share hope for
a better world.

This is what we as disciples are being asked to say yes to.

Sign me up! The problem is saying yes is not always as easy as we think.  We have unhelpful habits
that we do without thinking about. We have internalized lessons that keep us colonized. Many of us
have learnt, often out of necessity, how to be comfortable, complacent and even compliant within
these systems we are meant to crush.  We are just out here trying to stay alive. It is not easy figuring
out how to remain safe and secure, while still acknowledging and fighting the crushing weight of
colonialism. It is privilege that allows much of the church to domesticate this call to crush systems of
oppression to a call to be aggregable, and accommodating, and amicable people who pray. Even as
the weight of colonialism, the weight of systemic oppression, the weight of our current metaphorical
empire continues to crush us all.

I wish I had learnt earlier on that Jesus said no. Even though he was at risk of being persecuted and
possibly had the opportunity for ‘a good life’ in Galilee, he refused it. He refused to fall into the habit of
living comfortably under an oppressive system. He said no, so that he could say yes to the prophet’s
call. And Jesus invites us to do the same using the tools that we have, be they fishing nets, pie
plates, or fancy words.

And if we are to say yes to this, it will also mean that we will need to say no to something as well.

For the sons of John and Zebedee they are saying no to their familial obligations, and their part in the
Roman economy in a very dramatic way. And like last week, I am in awe of these disciples, for being
so ready to pour out that old tea, and let go of those nets, so that they could make room for Jesus of
Nazareth, and his new way. They didn’t know what we know, they could only hope and imagine that
this new way would bring peace to their weary parents, healing to those harmed by injustice and
liberation to all people. Those first disciples said no to what they knew, so that they could say yes to
hope. And for this, I am forever grateful.

Amen.

Let us pray,

Jesus, our friend,
Help us, this day, this week, this year,
to figure out what we may need to say no to,
help us identify what practices, beliefs or habits we may need to retire, with thanks or with relief,
so that we might make space for the new thing that you are about to do in our lives.
Amen.


