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Service of Worship
Christmas Day

Christmas @ the Manor
“We need to find ways of sharing our intimate experiences of the

Mystery, for we are one.” - John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC VU 50
“He Is Born”

He is born, little Child divine; play on the reeds while the lutes
are strumming. He is born, little Child divine; join the song to
announce the day.

Through long ages of the past, prophets have foretold his
coming thru long ages of the past, now the time has come at
last!

“He Is Born”
Text: George Evans, Tune: Carlton R. Young  © 1988
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS



MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Thorncliffe Food Bank

CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is born!
Alleluia!
Jesus is among us!
Alleluia!
Shout with joy, give thanks, and sing!
Christ is born!

*HYMN VU 38
“Angels We Have Heard On High”

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!

Come to Bethelehm and see Christ whose birth the angels
sing; come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the
newborn King.

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
Text: James Chadwick Tune: Edward Shippen Barnes © 1937
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
On this day, Gracious Lord, you come to us as Word, as light, as
flesh.
Teach us to know you so well that our lives may befriend this
world you have made Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the sparks of
God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. May the
universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 



May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let earth’s
greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit. Let
heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and fresh awakenings
rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy Incarnate God, by the light of your goodness and mercy, our
failing to see your true light is clear: we have not loved you, we
have not loved our neighbors, we have not loved ourselves.

Our feet have not brought good news to the poor nor have
our voices defended Earth and its creatures and plants.

Forgive us, blind us with your holy honesty, so that we may more
clearly see your will, and walk with sure steps into the way of
wholeness and peace. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
We are the People of God, beloved of the Holy One, in Christ
Jesus, God has blessed all creation and called us to truth.
As children of the gospel, and by the authority of the church's
witness, we proclaim forgiveness for all our sins.
From this day forth, let our lives be given to the light, so that all the
world will know the power of rebirth. Amen.

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 13
“O Let the Power Fall on Me”

O Let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on
me.



“O Let the Power Fall on Me”
Text/Tune:Birchfield Aymer, Patrick Prescod © The Caribbean Conference of Churches
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
As your Holy By the light of the Holy Spirit shining in our
midst,open our hearts and minds, O God, to your Word.
Be present now and always for the sake of your holy name.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Isaiah 52:7-10   Susan Johnson
52:7 How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the
messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who
announces salvation, who says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
52:8 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing
for joy; for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion.
52:9 Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for
the LORD has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.
52:10 The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our
God.

2nd Reading  Hebrews 1:1-12   Grant Lorenz
1:1 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various
ways by the prophets,
1:2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he
appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the
worlds.
1:3 He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of
God's very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty on high,
1:4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he
has inherited is more excellent than theirs.
1:5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son;
today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be his Father, and he
will be my Son"?



1:6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he
says, "Let all God's angels worship him."
1:7 Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his
servants flames of fire."
1:8 But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and
ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom.
1:9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;
therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions."
1:10 And, "In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the
heavens are the work of your hands;
1:11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like
clothing;
1:12 like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be
changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end."

3rd Reading John 1:1-14
1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.
1:2 He was in the beginning with God.
1:3 All things came into being through him, and without him not
one thing came into being. What has come into being
1:4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
1:5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.
1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
1:7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might
believe through him.
1:8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.
1:9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the
world.
1:10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him.
1:11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him.
1:12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God,
1:13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the
will of man, but of God.



1:14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace
and truth.
RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 64
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;
yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us today, we pray;
cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
Text: Philip Brooks, Tune: Lewis Henry Redner © 1868
One License A-707586

SERMON
“In the Beginning There Was Christmas”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination



because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  VU 48
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,
with angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”

“Hark!  the Herald Angels Sing”
Text: Charles Wesley, Tune: Felix Mendelssohn © 1856
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

These gifts, O God, are first from you, signs of your bounty meant
for all your children.
We joyously give you thanks for all that we have and are and



ask your blessing on our offerings.
Turn our lives to your will as we receive and as we give.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

We give you thanks, Holy One, for the light that has come into the
darkness of our world, for the truth illuminated, for the pathway
that has opened, for the rejoicing of your people.
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the feet of those who bring good news,
friendship, comfort, food, shelter, and medicine for healing.
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for the church of Christ Jesus and for all
people of faith whose attention to the way of peace tears down
walls that keep us apart.
Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give you thanks for this country and for every nation where
wisdom reigns, where leaders work for the well-being of the poor,
so that no one is hungry or homeless, and every child is valued
and nourished.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.



Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.
We pray for the knowledge and courage to be good stewards of all
that you have given us: ourselves, our neighbors, the strangers
among us, the oceans and rivers, the air and soil, creatures large
and small, that we may continue to be blessed with health and life.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.
We pray for those whose flesh is harmed by poverty, sickness,
and cruelty of any kind, that the Word-made-flesh may so fill your
world with the power to heal  that all people would be made strong
and whole.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.
We pray for those concerns yet unnamed this day . . .

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.
We commend all these things to you and offer our thanksgiving,
trusting that what we have left unsaid, your holy wisdom can
unearth.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children. Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And



lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  VU 59                           
“Joy to the World”

Joy to the world! the Lord is come: let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature
sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven,
and nature sing.

He rules the earth with truth and grace, and makes the
nations prove the glories of his righteousness and wonders
of his love, and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders
of his love.

“Joy to the World”
Text: Isaac Watts, Tune: George Frederic Handel © 1836
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE  VU 43
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by
night, behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy
light.

“Go, Tell It on The Mountain””
Text: John Wesley, Tune: African American Hymn © 1907
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea
by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com


A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Rev Cynthia O’Connell
PowerPoint: Sharon Smith, Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne
Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor),
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Susan Johnson,  Grant Lorenz
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes, Russell Powell
Editor: Mike Russell


