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Service of Worship
January 29, 2023

“It is through one another that we will know more of the Life that
flows within us all.” - John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 62
“There Is Room for All”

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing;
there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love.
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock,
in whom I trust.” There is room for all, there is room for all!

“There Is Room for All”
Text:/Tune: Bruce Harding, David Fines © 2004
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Our Pantry



CALL TO WORSHIP
What does the Lord require of you,
but to do justice, love kindness,
and walk humbly with God?

*HYMN VU 333
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Love divine; all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come
down, fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies
crown. Jesus thou art all compassion, pure unbounded love
thou art, visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling
heart.

Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be; let
us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee, changed
from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place, till we
have cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and
praise.

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Text: Charles Wesley, Tune: Rowland Prichard © 1834
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Redeeming God, you come to us in Christ to rescue us from
slavery and lead us out of captivity.
Guide us by the wisdom of the cross, and show us how to
live a life of justice, love, and blessedness.  Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INVOCATION  

May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the sparks of
God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. May the
universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let earth’s
greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit. Let



heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and fresh awakenings
rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we have not done what is blameless and right, nor spoken
truth from the heart with love.
We do not keep your word, and when we participate in
gossip, our words and deeds cause pain.
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, that we might stand in the
goodness of Christ and walk in the light of his love. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Sisters and brothers,your sins are forgiven by the faith of Christ,
who chose love over hatred and forgiveness over blame.
Rejoice and be glad, for God’s mercy is great; Jesus brings
healing, justice, and peace. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 13
“O Let the Power Fall on Me”

O Let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on
me.

“O Let the Power Fall on Me”
Text/Tune:Birchfield Aymer and Patrick Prescod © The Caribbean Conference of Churches
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN  Allison Marcaccini

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Holy God, your blessings are abundant, and your wisdom exceeds
our grasp.



Fill us with your Spirit as we hear your word this day, that we
may be justice seekers and peacemakers, sharing your life
among those who are forgotten, weak, or persecuted, and
revealing to all your glory. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Micah 6:1-8    Susan Johnson

6:1 Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the
mountains, and let the hills hear your voice.
6:2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy of the LORD, and you
enduring foundations of the earth; for the LORD has a controversy
with his people, and he will contend with Israel.
6:3 "O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I
wearied you? Answer me!
6:4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed
you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.
6:5 O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab
devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered him, and what
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving
acts of the LORD."
6:6 "With what shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself
before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?
6:7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten
thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?"
6:8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the
LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to
walk humbly with your God?

2nd Reading  I Corinthians 1:18-31  Joanne Nicolson

1:18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.



1:19 For it is written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart."
1:20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is
the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of
the world?
1:21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our
proclamation, to save those who believe.
1:22 For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom,
1:23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews
and foolishness to Gentiles,
1:24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.
1:25 For God's foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and
God's weakness is stronger than human strength.
1:26 Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you
were wise by human standards, not many were powerful, not
many were of noble birth.
1:27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise;
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;
1:28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not, to reduce to nothing things that are,
1:29 so that no one might boast in the presence of God.
1:30 He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who became for
us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption,
1:31 in order that, as it is written, "Let the one who boasts, boast
in the Lord."

3rd Reading Matthew 5:1-12    The Rev Dr. Alydia Smith

5:1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and
after he sat down, his disciples came to him.
5:2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
5:3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.
5:4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5:5 "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
5:6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.



5:7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
5:8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
5:9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children
of God.
5:10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
5:11 "Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you
and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.
5:12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,
for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were
before you.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 509
“I The Lord of Sea and Sky”

I The Lord of Sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness
bright, Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the
night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in
my heart.

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame,
I will set a feast for them; my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied,
I will give my life to them, Whom shall I send?

Here I am Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the
night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in
my heart.

“I, The Lord of Sea and Sky”
Text/Tune: Daniel L. Schutte © 1983
One License A-707586



SERMON
“The Gift of Anger”
The Rev. Dr. Alydia Smith

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What can I
sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my love. I’ll
do my share.



“What Can I Do”
Text/Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
We thank you, God, that you have blessed us with an abundance
of gifts for the flourishing of your world. May this offering of our life
and labor reveal your love as we seek to share your promised
reign with all creation.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

O God, whose wisdom surpasses our understanding, help us to
grow as a people of blessing as we offer our prayers for the
church and the world. We pray for those who mourn; may they
know the comfort of your abiding presence.We pray for the meek;
may they receive the goodness of your earth.We pray for those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness;may they be filled with
goodness.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

We pray for those who are merciful; may they also receive mercy.
We pray for the pure in heart; may they see you face to face.We
pray for the peacemakers; may they be recognized as your
children. We pray for those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness; may they know the protection of your realm. We
rejoice this day and give thanks for the many blessings of this life
and for the gift of heaven which is ours even now. May we, with
your prophets from all the ages, have the wisdom to pursue your
truth and the courage to do what is holy and right. We ask all this
in the name of Christ, who is our light and our life.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children. Let us pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  MV 161                        
“I Have Called You by Your Name”

I have called you by your name, you are mine; I have gifted
you and ask you now to shine. I will not abandon you; all my
promises are true. You are gifted, called and chosen, you are
mine.



I have given you a name; it is mine; I have given you my Spirit
as a sign, with my wonder in your soul, make my wounded
children whole; go and tell my precious people they are mine.

“I Have Called You By Your Name”
Text,Music: Daniel Charles Damien  © 2006
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 211
“Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light”

Go now in peace, guided by the light of Christ,
so you may be nourished by the Word of life.

“Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light”
Words and music © 2002, World Library Publications
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea
by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Joanne Nicolson and Susan Johnson
PowerPoint: Sharon Smith, Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne
Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor),
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Susan Johnson (bold), Joanne Nicolson (non bold)
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Russell Powell, Matthew Coynes,
Editor: Mike Russell
GUEST PREACHER: The Rev. Dr. Alydia Smith

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

