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Service of Worship
January 22, 2023

“We are being invited into a new humility, to serve the holy wisdom
that is already stirring in the hearts of people everywhere”

- John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 62
“There Is Room for All”

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing;
there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love.
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock,
in whom I trust.” There is room for all, there is room for all!

“There Is Room for All”
Text:/Tune: Bruce Harding, David Fines © 2004
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Samaritan Fund



CALL TO WORSHIP
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness -  on them light has
shined.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN VU 264
“Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise”

Immortal, invisible, God only wise; in light inaccessible hid
from our eyes; most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of
Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light; thine angels adore
thee, all veiling their sight; all praise we would render, O help
us to see ‘tis only the splendour of light hideth thee!

“Immortal, Invisible God Only Wise”
Text: Walter Smith, Tune: John Roberts © 1987
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
God, our light and our salvation, Jesus announced the nearness of
your kingdom and called his disciples to be fishers of women and
men.
Give us courage to follow in the way of Jesus, that our lives
may bear witness to the good news of the kingdom at hand
and our vocation serve to draw people to your salvation.
Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the sparks of
God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. May the
universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 
May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let earth’s
greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit. Let
heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and fresh awakenings
rise within us. Amen



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, we confess that we have not been faithful to you in
our thoughts and actions.
We have been selfish in our desires and quarrelsome in our
relationships.
We have allowed fear to divide us from those who seem different,
and let distrust separate us from our brothers and sisters.
Shine your light into our darkened hearts.
Save us from our divisive ways.
Unite us in the same mind as Jesus Christ who dwells with
you and the Holy Spirit in perfect harmony. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
God offers forgiveness to those who turn to God in true
repentance.
Therefore, trust in God, who breaks the bonds of our
oppression, and covers us in mercy. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 13
“O Let the Power Fall on Me”

O Let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on
me.

“O Let the Power Fall on Me”
Text/Tune:Birchfield Aymer and Patrick Prescod © The Caribbean Conference of Churches
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN  Allison Marcaccini



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God, illumine our minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as
the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed our eyes may
see your kingdom.
May our ears may hear the call of Jesus, and our hearts may
know the joy of your salvation. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Isaiah 9:1-4    Susan Johnson

9:1 But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In
the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and
the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the
way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness on them light has
shined.

9:3 You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult
when dividing plunder.

9:4 For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian.

2nd Reading  I Corinthians 1:10-18  Joanne Nicolson

1:10 Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there
be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same
mind and the same purpose.

1:11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that there
are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters.



1:12 What I mean is that each of you says, "I belong to Paul," or "I
belong to Apollos," or "I belong to Cephas," or "I belong to Christ."

1:13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul?

1:14 I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and
Gaius,

1:15 so that no one can say that you were baptized in my name.

1:16 (I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I
do not know whether I baptized anyone else.)

1:17 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ
might not be emptied of its power.

1:18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God.

3rd Reading Matthew 4:12-23    The Rev Dr. Alydia Smith

4:12 Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he
withdrew to Galilee.

4:13 He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the
sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,

4:14 so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah
might be fulfilled:

4:15 "Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea,
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles

4:16 the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and
for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has
dawned."



4:17 From that time Jesus began to proclaim, "Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven has come near."

4:18 As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net
into the sea for they were fishermen.

4:19 And he said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fish for
people."

4:20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.

4:21 As he went from there, he saw two other brothers, James son
of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with their father
Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them.

4:22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed
him.

4:23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every
disease and every sickness among the people.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN MV 157
“I Am a Child of God”

I am a child of God, I am a glimpse of God’s new creation,
I am a child of God, I am a child of God.
I am a song of joy, I am the moment of jubilation, I am a song
of joy, I am a song of joy.

“I Am a Child of God”
Text: and Music: Cheryl and Bruce Harding  © 2002
One License A-707586



SERMON
“The Gift of Discipleship”
The Rev. Dr. Alydia Smith

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What can I
sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my love. I’ll
do my share.
“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

Loving God,your light reveals the needs of our world and your
salvation offers hope to the lost. Therefore we pray for our world
and our community. For your holy church, that all the baptized
may live in harmony with one another, and our pastors and
teachers may be wise and gracious ministers of the gospel; God
of light, hear our prayer.

For the world and for all who suffer the rod of oppression: break
the yoke of violence, and free all people from the burden of war
and domestic strife; God of light, hear our prayer.



For the leaders of the nations, that they may be just and faithful in
their duty and serve the good of all creation; God of light, hear our
prayer.
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

For those who suffer disease of body and mind, that they may
know the power of your healing grace; God of light, hear our
prayer.

For those who have died and for those who will die this day, that
they may find eternal rest; and for those who care for the dying
that they may find peace and comfort. God of light, hear our
prayer.

For other concerns we offer in silence . . . God of light, hear our
prayer.

Hear, O Lord, the cries of your people. Be gracious to us and
answer us, for you are our salvation; through Christ, in the power
of the Holy Spirit.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  VU 402                         
“We Are One ”

We are one as we come, as we come, joyful to be here,
in the praise on our lips there’s a sense that God is near.
We are one as we sing, as we seek we are found;
and we come needful of God’s grace as we meet, together in
this place.

We are one as we hear, as we hear, heart and hand unite;
in the word we receive there’s a sense that God is light.
We are one as we leave, as we love, we are loved; and we
seek justice in God’s ways as we move together from this
place.

“We Are One”
Text: Doreen Lanksheer Smith, Tune: Jeeva Sam © 1995
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 211
“Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light”

Go now in peace, guided by the light of Christ,
so you may be nourished by the Word of life.

“Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light”
Text: Pedro Rubalcava Tune: © 2002, World Library Publications
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea



by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Joanne Nicolson and Susan Johnson
PowerPoint: Sharon Smith, Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne
Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor),
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Susan Johnson (bold), Joanne Nicolson (non bold)
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Russell Powell, Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell
GUEST PREACHER: The Rev. Dr. Alydia Smith

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

