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Service of Worship
Baptism of the Lord

“We need each other as much as the species of the earth need
one another to be whole.” - John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 62
“There Is Room for All”

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing;
there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love.
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock,
in whom I trust.” There is room for all, there is room for all!

“There Is Room for All”
Text:/Tune: Bruce Harding, David Fines © 2004
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Thorncliffe Food Bank



CALL TO WORSHIP
In the beginning, at creation, the Spirit hovered over the waters of
the deep.
In the waters of the flood, God cleansed the earth and
humankind.
God caused the waters to part so that Israel could cross from
slavery to liberation.
God formed Jesus in the waters of Mary’s womb.
Jesus taught us how to live by washing his disciples’ feet in water.
Drinking water from a well, Jesus met a Samaritan woman,
the first person to recognize that he was the Christ.
Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus, the Christ.
God meant for Jesus to be the firstborn in a large family.
Praise be!

*HYMN VU 660
“How Firm A Foundation”

How firm a foundation, you servants of God, is laid for your
faith in God’s excellent word! What more can be said than to
you has been said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?

When through the deep waters I call you to go, the rivers of
sorrow shall not overflow; for I will be with you, your troubles
to bless, and sanctify to you your deepest distress.

“How Firm a Foundation”
Text: John Rippon Tune: John Roberts © 1939
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
God of life and new life, you are splendid and strong!
Your voice thunders above the sound of loud waters.
You sit enthroned above the floods of life.
As Jesus heard you speak to him in his baptism, may we also
hear you calling us your beloved, through Jesus Christ, your
son, our brother.



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the sparks of
God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. May the
universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let earth’s
greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit. Let
heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and fresh awakenings
rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, you show no partiality, yet we are not always as tolerant and
accepting.
Forgive our intolerance, and help us to see as you see, that
we may be found acceptable in your sight. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
We God forgives all our sins and promises to bring us to
everlasting life.
Thanks be to God! Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 13
“O Let the Power Fall on Me”

O Let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on
me.

“O Let the Power Fall on Me”
Text/Tune:Birchfield Aymer and Patrick Prescod © The Caribbean Conference of Churches
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN   Allison Marcaccini



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Still-speaking God, as these words from Scripture are read, may it
be to us as if the heavens are opening.
We see your Spirit descending on us like a dove, revealing
your love for us as your daughters and sons. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Isaiah 42:1-9   Susan Johnson
42:1 Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my
soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth
justice to the nations.
42:2 He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the
street;
42:3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a dimly burning wick he
will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice.
42:4 He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established
justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his teaching.
42:5 Thus says God, the LORD, who created the heavens and
stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes
from it, who gives breath to the people upon it and spirit to those
who walk in it:
42:6 I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, I have
taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a
covenant to the people, a light to the nations,
42:7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners
from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness.
42:8 I am the LORD, that is my name; my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
42:9 See, the former things have come to pass, and new things I
now declare; before they spring forth, I tell you of them.

2nd Reading  Acts 10:34-43  Joanne Nicolson
10:34 Then Peter began to speak to them: "I truly understand that
God shows no partiality,
10:35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is
right is acceptable to him.
10:36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all.



10:37 That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in
Galilee after the baptism that John announced:
10:38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
10:39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree;
10:40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear,
10:41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead.
10:42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the
dead.
10:43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."

3rd Reading Matthew 3:13-17   The Rev Dr. Alydia Smith
3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be
baptized by him.
3:14 John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?"
3:15 But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now; for it is proper for
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented.
3:16 And when Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from
the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to him and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.
John 3:17 “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well
pleased.”

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God



*HYMN VU 238
“O Lord My God”

O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder, consider all the
works thy hand hath made, I see the stars, I hear the mighty
thunder, thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, How great thou
art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Saviour God,
to thee, How great thou art! How great thou art!

When through the woods and forest glades I wander, I hear
the birds sing sweetly in the trees; when I look down from
lofty mountains grandeur and hear the brook and feel the
gentle breeze.

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, How great thou
art! How great thou art! Then sings my soul, my Saviour God,
to thee, How great thou art! How great thou art!

“O Lord My God”
Text: Carl Boberg Tune: Stuart Hine © 1949
One License A-707586

SERMON
“The Gift of Promise”
The Rev. Dr. Alydia Smith

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination



because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What can I
sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my love. I’ll
do my share.
“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Great, saving God, you have gathered us into one baptism,
regardless of our backgrounds and conditions. Therefore we
praise you with our tithes and offerings. May they join with others
to become a mighty river, bringing your peace and healing to the
world.



Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

Blessing God, you drowned evil in the waters of the flood and
promised a covenant of faithfulness with a rainbow in the sky. In
baptism you caused us to die to sin and raised us to new life in
Christ. Trusting in your promises for earth and all people, we bring
you our prayers for the world. We pray for your church with its
kaleidoscopic views of baptism, that it may meet the needs of all
types of people in the world. We pray for the world, that all
people—and all creation—may know they are your beloved. We
pray for those who suffer, that they will know your love for them,
and we may be bearers of comfort.
Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586



We pray for your creation, that it may stay healthy and continue to
nourish and nurture us. We remember those who have gone
before us and pray for those nearing death, that they may be at
peace in your love for them. In one baptism with Christ and
blessed by your Holy Spirit, we praise and give you thanks, Holy
One, for giving us spirit and breath.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children. Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  MV 161                          
“I Have Called You By Your Name”

I have called you by your name, you are mine; I have gifted
you and ask you now to shine. I will not abandon you; all my
promises are true. You are gifted, called and chosen: you are
mine.

I have given you a name, it is mine; I have given you my Spirit
as a sign. With my wonder in your soul, make my wounded
children whole; go and tell my precious people they are mine.

“I Have Called You By Your Name”
Text/Tune:Daniel Damon  © 2006 Hope Publishing Company
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION



*SUNG RESPONSE MV 211
“Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light”

Go now in peace, guided by the light of Christ,
so you may be nourished by the Word of life.

“Go Now in Peace, Guided by the Light”
Words and music © 2002, World Library Publications
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea
by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Joanne Nicolson and Susan Johnson
PowerPoint: Sharon Smith, Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne
Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor)
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Susan Johnson (bold), Joanne Nicolson (non bold)
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Russell Powell, Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

