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Service of Worship
Advent 3

Season of Advent
JOY

Celebration of Membership
“When he awakened from sleep, he said, ‘Surely the Lord is in this
place—and I did not know it.... This is none other than the house

of God, and this is the gate of heaven’.” - Genesis 28:16

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 62
“There Is Room for All”

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing;
there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love.
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock,
in whom I trust.” There is room for all, there is room for all!

“There Is Room for All”
Text:/Tune: Bruce Harding, David Fines © 2004
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Thorncliffe Food Bank

CALL TO WORSHIP
My soul magnifies the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
The Mighty One has done great things.
Holy is God’s name!

*HYMN VU 18
“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying, a call from the ways
untrod; prepare in the desert a highway, a highway for our
God! The valleys shall be exalted, the lofty hills brought low;
make straight all the crooked places where God, our God may
go!

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up to the heights
and sing! Proclaim to a desolate people the coming of their
King. Like the flowers of the field they perish, like the grass
words decay; the power and pomp of nations shall pass like a
dream away.
“There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”
Text: James Lewis Milligan, Tune: Henry Hugh Bancroft © 1938
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Holy God, your prophets have long spoken of the one who would
come to save us.
Now the promise is fulfilled; now your kingdom has come
near.
Send us as messengers of your way, to go and tell all the world of
the wonders we have seen and the good news we have heard.
Amen



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND
INVOCATION, THE GIFT OF JOY

Love is more than a flicker within the human
heart. Lord, reveal your love, and make us new.
In a hurried world with little time for others,
Advent calls us to remember that… Joy is
patient.
In a world where often we become consumed
by our own interests, Advent calls us to
remember that…Joy is kind. In a world where
often we are quick to anger and slow to forgive,
Advent calls us to remember that… Joy is not
easily angered, and through love we come to
forgive.
This Advent let us behold the love of God
embodied in our Saviour’s birth.
God is joy. Whoever lives in joy. Whoever lives
in joy, joy in God, and God in them.

Candle Lighting

This morning we light three candles, the first
candle reminds us of the marvelous joy
revealed through the Saviour’s birth. In a
time of despair, God shattered the darkness
with the hope of a new future. The second
candle reminds us of the peace that alone
Christ can instill in the human heart. In a
world that abounds with hostility, Christ
alone is the One who speaks, “Peace be
still.” The third candle helps us remember
that God’s perfect joy made flesh can fill our
hearts, ignite our souls, and change our
lives. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of majesty and glory,
we are thirsty for your grace.



You made a way for us in the wilderness, and still, in our
foolishness, we go astray.
We hide our eyes from your presence.
We do not listen to your word.
We are lifeless when we ought to dance and speechless when we
ought to sing.
Forgive us, O Lord.
Speak peace to our fearful hearts, strengthen our weak hands,
and make firm our feeble knees as we seek to follow in your holy
way Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Now return to the Lord with joy and gladness.
Sing a song of redemption!
Let sorrow and sighing be no more. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 13
“O Let the Power Fall on Me”

O Let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on
me.

“O Let the Power Fall on Me”
Text/Tune:Birchfield Aymer and Patrick Prescod © The Caribbean Conference of Churches
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PICK UP NATIVITY



MARY AND JOSEPH

Song “Mary Had a Baby”

Mary had a baby. Yes, Lord!
Mary had a baby. Yes, my Lord!
Mary had a baby. Yes, Lord!
The little child of Bethlehem was born for us.

THE ANIMALS

Song “The Friendly Beasts” - Robert Davis/Karen Blumen

Jesus our brother, kind and good.
Humbly was born in a stable of wood.
And the friendly beasts around him stood.
Jesus our brother, kind and good.

'I' said the donkey, shaggy and brown.
'I carried his mother uphill and down.
I carried his mother to Bethlehem town.'
'I' said the donkey, shaggy and brown.

'I' said the cow, all white and red.
'I gave him my manger for his bed.
I gave him my hay to pillow his head.'
'I' said the cow ,all white and red.

'I' said the sheep with the curly horn.
'I gave him my wool for a blanket warm.
He wore my coat on Christmas morn.'
'I' said the sheep with the curly horn.



ANGELS

Song “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners
reconciled!” Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the
skies; with angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in
Bethlehem!”
SHEPHERD
Song “Go, Tell it on the Mountain!”

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere, Go,
tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by
night, behold, throughout the heavens there shone a holy
light.

WISE PERSONS AND STAR

Song “We Three Kings”

We three kings of Orient are
bearing gifts we traverse afar,
field and fountain, moor and mountain,
following yonder star.

Refrain:
O star of wonder, star of light,
star with royal beauty bright,
westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.

CONCLUSION

Song “Joy to the World”

Joy to the World! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King!
Let every heart prepare him room,  and heaven and nature



sing, and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature
sing.

CHOIR ANTHEM  “Bring us Hope”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Lord God, in this dry and dusty place, pour out the power of your
Spirit so that your Word may blossom in our lives; through Jesus
Christ, our way in the wilderness. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Isaiah 35:1-10   Andrea Cabeza
35:1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert
shall rejoice and blossom; like the crocus
35:2 it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel
and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of
our God. 35:3 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the
feeble knees. 35:4 Say to those who are of a fearful heart, "Be
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you."
35:5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of
the deaf unstopped;
35:6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the
speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; 35:7 the burning sand shall
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt
of jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds
and rushes. 35:8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be called
the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for
God's people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 35:9 No
lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there.
35:10 And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to
Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they
shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.



2nd Reading  James 5:7-10   Danny Russell
5:7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord.
The farmer waits for the precious crop from the earth, being
patient with it until it receives the early and the late rains. 5:8 You
also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the
Lord is near.5:9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so
that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the
doors! 5:10 As an example of suffering and patience, beloved,
take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

3rd Reading Matthew 11:2-11
11:2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he
sent word by his disciples 11:3 and said to him, "Are you the one
who is to come, or are we to wait for another?" 11:4 Jesus
answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear and see: 11:5
the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
good news brought to them. 11:6 And blessed is anyone who
takes no offense at me." 11:7 As they went away, Jesus began to
speak to the crowds about John: "What did you go out into the
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 11:8 What then
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look,
those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 11:9 What then
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a
prophet. 11:10 This is the one about whom it is written, 'See, I am
sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way
before you.' 11:11 Truly I tell you, among those born of women no
one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God



*HYMN VU 28
“Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness”

Herald! Sound the note of gladness! Tell the news that Christ
is here; make a pathway through the desert for the one who
brings God is near.

Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ the Saving One
has come.

Herald! Sound the note of triumph! Christ has come to share
our life, bringing God’s own love and power, granting victory
in our strife.

Sound the trumpet! Tell the message! Christ the Saving One
has come.

“Herald! Sound the Note of Gladness!”
Text: Moir A. J. Waters, Tune: Joachim Neander © 1680
One License A-707586

SERMON
“The Hand of Joy”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

MEMBERSHIP AT THE MANOR

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
Chair of the Executive presents the candidates.
One: On behalf of the congregation, I present the following

persons whom we welcome into the membership of this
community of faith:

New members by Profession of Faith: Rasoul Rashidian and
Amir Vahidimazinani

COMMITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS
One: Will you enter in the life and work of the church, supporting

it with your gifts and sharing in its mission to all?



New Members: I will, with God’s help.
One: Will you endeavour daily to respond to God’s love, to do

God’s will and to fulfil your Christian calling and minister in
the world?

New Members: I will, with God’s help.
One: Will you join with us as together we celebrate God’s

presence, live with respect in creation, love and serve
others, seek justice and resist evil?

New Members: I will, with God’s help.

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT
One: Dear friends in Christ, let us pledge our support and care
for these new members.
All: As your brothers and sisters in Christ, we rejoice in the
gifts you bring to us. We pledge our love and our support.
With God’s help, we will together live out the mission and
ministry of Christ’s church.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has
come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make
new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church: to celebrate
God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and
resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and
risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death,
in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
(congregation is seated)

One: The Holy Spirit be upon you and within you, child of God,
disciple of Christ, member of the Church.

All:   Amen.

BLESSING

COMFORT SHAWL



WELCOME

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What can I
sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my love. I’ll
do my share.

“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586



GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Thanks be to you, O God, maker of heaven and earth— giver of
justice, lover of righteousness, hope of the afflicted, and friend of
the poor. Your faithfulness never fails. Take and use these gifts we
offer to further your purpose in the world and to fulfill the promise
of the world to come.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

Remember your mercy, O Lord, and help us,
according to the promise of your steadfast love.

Let all generations see your blessing,
for your name is holy and your mercy is great.
Show the strength of your hand,
and lift the burdens of the poor.
Work wonders for the humble,
and scatter the plans of the proud.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

Look with favor upon the lowly, and cast down tyrants from their
thrones. Fill the hungry with good things, and empty the hands
of the greedy. Then we will sing out with joy and glorify you
forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  MV 144                           
“Like a Healing Stream”

Like a healing stream in a barren desert, Spirit water bringing
life to dusty earth, God is trickling through our lives as in a
dream unfolding, promising revival and rebirth like a healing
stream.

Like a mighty sea reaching far horizons, Spirit water with a
love both deep and wide, God is working in our hearts to
shape a new tomorrow: God will always challenge and
provide! Like a mighty sea.

“Like a Healing Stream”
Text/Tune: Bruce Harding  ©2003
One License A-707586 



*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 220
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”

Peace shines as the solitary star. Faith is the inner light. You
and I together mirror the Light of Lights, and illumine the
pathway home.
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”
Text: Catherine Maclean, Tune: Janet Bauman Tissandier, © 2007 Church Publishing, Inc.
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea
by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Betty Kelman
PowerPoint: Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James McKinnon
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Andrea Cabeza, Danny Russell
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

