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Service of Worship
Advent 2

Season of Advent
PEACE

“I wish I were so ’Sequoiacal,’” he writes, “that I could
descend from these mountains like a John the Baptist to
preach the green-brown woods to all the juiceless world,
crying, ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of Sequoia is at hand.’”

John Phillip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the
Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario,
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations of the Grand
River as our community partners and traditional inhabitants
of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the
gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC *SONG MV 62
“There Is Room for All”

There is room for all in the shadow of God’s wing;
there is room for all, sheltered in God’s love.
And I rejoice and sing, “My refuge and my rock,
in whom I trust.” There is room for all, there is room for
all!



“There Is Room for All”
Text:/Tune: Bruce Harding, David Fines © 2004
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Thorncliffe Food Bank

CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come,
welcomes you to this place.
As one body, with one voice, we honor and glorify the
giver of wisdom, counsel, knowledge, and joy. Amen. So
be it.

*HYMN VU 1
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God
appear.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

O come, O come, great Lord of might, who to your tribes
on Sinai's height in ancient times once gave the law in
cloud, and majesty, and awe.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee,
O Israel.

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
Text: John Mason Neale, Tune: Healey Willan © 17th Century
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
O Root of Jesse, O Peace, stir up your power within us,
that in this time we may await with abundant expectation the
fulfillment of your eternal presence in creation.



You live and reign among us, Maker, Savior, and Giver
of Life, one God, now and forever. Amen.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INVOCATION,
THE GIFT OF PEACE
On this Advent journey, we are mindful of the brokenness of
the world that surrounds us.
We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding.
As we look around us, we see the hostility that exists
between neighbor and nation.
We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding.
As we look beside us, we see fractured relationships, words
we have yet to speak and restoring deeds we have yet to
do.
We long for the peace that surpasses all understanding.

CANDLE LIGHTING
This morning we light two candles. The first candle reminds
us of a starry night in a quiet stable when God changed the
course of human history. Our hope is firm, for in our
Saviour’s birth, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
The second candle symbolizes God’s perfect peace in an
imperfect world. The season of Advent calls us to turn our
eyes to the Prince of Peace who has come and will come
again. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious and welcoming God, have mercy on your people.
We confess that we do not believe in your incarnation.
We do not heed your word each day in all that we say and
do.
We do not see our neighbors, families, and friends as
beloved children whom you have made.
In your mercy, forgive us, for we repent of our ways and look
to your power to heal us and raise us up, so that, at the last,
you will gather us to you and give us peace. Amen.

SILENT REFLECTION



ASSURANCE
The reign of God has come near; the repentant will be
judged with righteousness.
We  are forgiven.
Be filled with hope, believing in the power of the risen Christ
to bring us  to new life.
Rejoice and believe. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 13
“O Let the Power Fall On Me”

O Let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall
on me; O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the
power fall on me.

“O Let the Power Fall On Me””
Text/Tune:Birchfield Aymer and Patric Prescod © The Caribbean Conference of
Churches
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Your word, Holy God, was written for our instruction.
By your Holy Spirit open our ears and fill us with the
mysteries of your ancient love. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Isaiah 11:1-10   Mike Russell
11:1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a
branch shall grow out of his roots.
11:2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.



11:3 His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall
not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears
hear;
11:4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike
the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his
lips he shall kill the wicked.
11:5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and
faithfulness the belt around his loins.
11:6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling
together, and a little child shall lead them.
11:7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
11:8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den.
11:9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain;
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the
waters cover the sea.
11:10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to
the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his
dwelling shall be glorious.

2nd Reading  Romans 15:4-13   Suzi Morris
15:4 For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the
encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope.
15:5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement
grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance
with Christ Jesus,
15:6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
15:7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.
15:8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the
circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he
might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs,



15:9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his
mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will confess you among
the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name";
15:10 and again he says, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his
people";
15:11 and again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let
all the peoples praise him";
15:12 and again Isaiah says, "The root of Jesse shall come,
the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles
shall hope."
15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

3rd Reading Matthew 3:1-12
3:1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,
3:2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near."
3:3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when
he said, "The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'"
3:4 Now John wore clothing of camel's hair with a leather
belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild
honey.
3:5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going
out to him, and all the region along the Jordan,
3:6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins.
3:7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees
coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
3:8 Bear fruit worthy of repentance.
3:9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have
Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham.
3:10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire.



3:11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and fire.
3:12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but
the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 499
“O Christ, the Word Incarnate”

O Christ, the Word incarnate, O wisdom from on high,
O truth unchanged, unchanging, O light of our dark sky:
we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed
page, a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to
age.

O make your church, dear Saviour, a lamp of purest
gold, to bear before the nations your true light as of old;
O teach your wandering pilgrims by this their path to
trace, till cloud and darkness ended, they see you face
to face.

“O Christ, the Word Incarnate”
Text: William Walsham Howr, Tune: Felix Mendelsssohn © 1987
One License A-707586

SERMON
“The Root of Courage”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION



DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows
of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or
their skin colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and
all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking Our Truth”

COMMUNION

Communion is a holy sacrament for followers of Christ. In
the United Church, we practice an Open Table; all are
welcome to partake in communion, there is no requirement
of baptism or membership.

God is with us! 
We are not alone!
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to God. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give God our thanks and praise.



It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere
to give thanks to you, Almighty God, creator of heaven and
earth. You call all people to follow your paths of justice and
peace, beating their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks. In the light of your holy Word we
look for the day when nation shall not lift up sword against
nation, or learn war anymore.
Therefore, with the entire company of heaven, and with your
people on earth who live in this hope we praise you and join
in the never-ending hymn:

SUNG RESPONSE MV 203
“Sanctus and Benedictus”

O holy, holy, holy God, 
O God of time and space.
All earth and sea and sky above
bear witness to your grace. 
Hosanna in the highest heav’n, 
creation sings your praise. 
And blessed is the One who comes
and bears your name al-ways!

“Sanctus and Benedictus”
Text: © 2005 William S. Kervin and Paul Stott
One License A-707586 

Holy are you and blessed is Jesus Christ your Son, for he is
Immanuel, God with us. Fulfilling the expectations of the
prophets he healed the blind and the lame, cleansed the
lepers, opened the ears of the deaf, raised the dead, and
brought good news to the poor. Through his life, death, and
resurrection you manifest your new covenant with
humankind, and through the church of his disciples you give
testimony to the power of your salvation for the world. For on
the night he was betrayed he took bread, gave thanks to
you, broke the bread, and gave it to his disciples, saying,
Take, eat, this is my body given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me. When the supper was over, he took the
cup and gave thanks, saying, Drink this, all of you.  This is



my blood of the new covenant poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins.  Do this in remembrance of me.
Therefore in remembrance of all your mighty acts in Jesus
Christ, we give ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a
living sacrifice in union with Christ’s offering for the world as
we declare:

SUNG RESPONSE  MV 204
“Memorial Acclamation”
“Memorial Acclamation”
Text © 2005, William S. Kervin and Paul Stott.
One License A-707586 

Sing Christ has died, Christ is risen,
Christ will come again!
Sing Christ has died, and Christ is risen,
Christ will come again!

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, gathered here out of love for
you, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Let the bread we
break be a true fellowship in the body of Christ.Let the cup
we share be a true participation in the new covenant in his
blood. By your Spirit empower us to be Christ for the world,
serving in his name until the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Through your son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your
holy church, all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now
and forever.

SUNG RESPONSE  MV 205
“Great Amen”
“Great Amen”
Tune: Text © 2005, William S. Kervin and Paul Stott
One License A-707586 

Amen, Amen, O Holy One!
Hosanna and Amen!
Amen, Amen, O Holy One!
Hosanna and Amen!



The body of Christ, 
The bread of life.
The lifeblood of Christ, 
The cup of blessing.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!

SHARING THE MEAL

COMMUNION HYMN MV 198
“When We Gather at the Table”

When we gather at the table wine is poured and bread is
broken. Then love claims us, offering healing, we hear
welcome, gently spoken.

Christ, your coming and your hosting gives us place at
widening table now embracing world and neighbour
Spirit strong, by love enabled.

“When We Gather at the Table”
Contributors: Walter Farquharson, Tune: Ron Klusmeier
One License A-707586

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What
can I sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my
love. I’ll do my share.

“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586



GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We give you thanks, Holy One, for all good things:
for this universe and for Earth itself, for creatures and plants,
for water and food, for light and darkness; for Jesus, our
brother, who enlarged our vision, setting himself before us
as the bread and wine of abundant life; and for the Holy
Spirit, who comes to us in baptism and moves in our midst
with the power to lead us to you. Turn our offerings to your
good will, and turn us always to you in gratitude.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom. Jesus, remember me, when you come into
your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

We come to you this day, O God, with a deepening
anticipation of your birth among us. We thank you for the gift
of your love.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great. We pray for the
church throughout the world, and for all the ministries that
build up the body of Christ, that in our many vocations we
may serve to your glory.



Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We pray for this nation and for all nations, remembering
especially those who are victims of political and social
injustice. We pray for elected officials and all leaders, that
they will govern with courage and equity.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We pray for all in need: for the sick, the destitute, and the
dying; for strangers in our land, for the invisible ones; for the
elderly and children; for parents and grandparents; for those
who live alone and those who live lonely in the midst of
family.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We remember with mercy those who sleep without shelter,
cold and vulnerable, lacking enough food; those who are
overworked and those who have no work. Stir up in us the
capacity to see ourselves in their struggles and to act so that
others may have life abundant.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your
kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586



Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We pray for this community, for our neighbors and friends,
and for those with whom we study and work. Guide and
strengthen all people in our common life to know the gifts of
your grace and love.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

For what else does this assembly pray on this day?

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

We give thanks for the saints who have gone before us,
especially  asking that our gratitude for their witness be
apparent in all that we do.

Hear us, O God; your mercy is great.

May all that we ask and all that you see is needed in our
world, be given to your people.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen

*HYMN  MV 3                           
“River”

River, rush a down to ocean blue,
River from a mountain high.



River, as you do what rivers do,
River, draw the Spirit nigh.
See my journey through.

River, flow a down where you ran before,
River, source of clearer view.
River, as I walk your rocky shore,
River, see my journey through.
See my journey through.

“River”
Text/Tune: Julian Pattison  ©2003
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 220

HYMN MV 220
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”

Peace shines as the solitary star. Faith is the inner light.
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, and
illumine the pathway home.
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”
Text: Catherine F. Maclean, Tune: Janet Bauman Tissandier, © 2007 Church
Publishing, Inc.
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph
Mastandrea by email or text message.
ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416 809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Susan Johnson
PowerPoint: Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Mike Russell, Suzi Morris

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com


Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell


