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Service of Worship
23rd Sunday After Pentecost

Season of Creation
Stewardship Sunday Part 1

“In every moment we can glimpse the Light that was in the
beginning and from which all things have come.  “The

threshold is always near.”
- John Phillip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the
Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario,
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations of the Grand
River as our community partners and traditional inhabitants
of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the
gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC
*SONG MV 21
“Open Our Hearts”

Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.

“Open Our Hearts”
Text:/Tune: Jim Strathdee © 2006, Desert Flower Music
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Celebration of Stewardship Part 1, with Susan Logie

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION – Syrian Family Support

CALL TO WORSHIP
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord a new song, for God has done
marvelous things.

*HYMN VU 356
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom”

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and God’s
righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto
you. Hallelu, hallelujah.

We do not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.
Hallelu, hallelujah

“Seek Ye First the Kingdom”
Text/Tune:Karen Lafferty © 1972  Maranatha Music
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
O God, our Redeemer,
all creation sings your praise!
You are justice and mercy,
judgment and grace.
Following our Lord Jesus Christ,
we seek to be faithful, ever sustained by your Spirit,
that we might stand blameless at the last with Christ, in
whose name we pray.
Amen



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the
sparks of God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love.
May the universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let
earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe with
Spirit. Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and
fresh awakenings rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of Mercy,
We confess that we have not been obedient sons and
daughters.
We have grown idle in the work of discipleship and
weary in doing what is right.
We have been selfish in our actions and insistent in claiming
our rights.
We have not honored the tradition of the apostles, or
imitated the example of your saints.
Forgive us, we pray.
Show us the way of repentance, free us from our idle
ways, and strengthen us to be faithful disciples
Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Hear the good news:
Christ is merciful to all who turn to him in repentance.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“This Little Light of Mine”

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.

“This Little Light of Mine”
Text/Tune: Public Domain
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Almighty God,
as the Scriptures are read and your Word proclaimed,
reveal to us the way of salvation by the power of your Holy
Spirit, that we may not grow weary in doing what is right.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading   Isaiah 65:17-25   Mike Russell
65:17 For I am about to create new heavens and a new
earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to
mind.
65:18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating;
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people
as a delight.
65:19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people;
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry
of distress.
65:20 No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a
few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime;
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a



youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be
considered accursed.
65:21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and eat their fruit.
65:22 They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not
plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the
days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the
work of their hands.
65:23 They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for
calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the LORD --
and their descendants as well.
65:24 Before they call I will answer, while they are yet
speaking I will hear.
65:25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion
shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent – its food shall be
dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the LORD.

2nd Reading  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13    Jill Strapp
3:6 Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in
idleness and not according to the tradition that they received
from us.
3:7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us;
we were not idle when we were with you,
3:8 and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it;
but with toil and labor we worked night and day, so that we
might not burden any of you.
3:9 This was not because we do not have that right, but in
order to give you an example to imitate.
3:10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this
command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.
3:11 For we hear that some of you are living in idleness,
mere busybodies, not doing any work.
3:12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord
Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own
living.
3:13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is
right.



3rd Reading Luke 21: 5- 19
21:5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to
God, he said,
21:6 "As for these things that you see, the days will come
when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be
thrown down."
21:7 They asked him, "Teacher, when will this be, and what
will be the sign that this is about to take place?"
21:8 And he said, "Beware that you are not led astray; for
many will come in my name and say, 'I am he!' and, 'The
time is near!' Do not go after them.
21:9 "When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be
terrified; for these things must take place first, but the end
will not follow immediately."
21:10 Then he said to them, "Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom;
21:11 there will be great earthquakes, and in various places
famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and
great signs from heaven.
21:12 "But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and
persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and
prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors
because of my name.
21:13 This will give you an opportunity to testify.
21:14 So make up your minds not to prepare your defense
in advance;
21:15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict.
21:16 You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by
relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death.
21:17 You will be hated by all because of my name.
21:18 But not a hair of your head will perish.
21:19 By your endurance you will gain your souls.



RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 691
“Though Ancient Walls”

Though ancient walls may still stand proud and racial
strife be fact, though boundaries may be lines of hate,
proclaim God’s saving act!

Walls that divide are broken down; Christ is our unity!
Chains that endure are thrown aside; Christ our liberty!
“Though Ancient Walls”
Text: Walter Farqurharson;Tune: Ron Klusmeier  © 1995
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Create a New Heaven”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows
of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or
their skin colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.



For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and
all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking Our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What
can I sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my
love. I’ll do my share.

“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Loving God, before we give to you, you have given to us.
All we offer we have received from you.
We thank you for your goodness,
and we praise you for your bountiful works,
through Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 91
“Cradle Me in Your Arms”

Cradle me in your arms, cherish and comfort me.
O Jesus, source of healing love, in your presence I am
free.

“Cradle Me in Your Arms”
Text/Tune: Bruce Harding © 2006
One License A-707586

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying,
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, our salvation in whom we trust,
you who are eternal, know our daily joys and sorrows
and give us grace to bring our needs before you.
We pray for pastors, teachers, [bishops, etc.]
and all the saints who lead your church.
Inspire them by your Holy Spirit and help the church’s
faithful to uphold them.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for elected officials and for civil servants.
Stir them to heed justice and rouse the church to hold them
accountable.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for those who are sick or in trouble..
Comfort them with grace and empower your church to
minister to them.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 91
“Cradle Me In Your Arms”

Cradle me in your arms, cherish and comfort me.
O Jesus, source of healing love, in your presence I am
free.

“Cradle Me in Your Arms”
Text/Tune: Bruce Harding © 2006
One License A-707586

We pray for all who suffer the violence
of human hands or natural disaster, especially N.
Shield them with your holy angels and motivate your church
to care for them.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for children and for the defenseless.
Protect them with your care and strengthen your church to
tend to them.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all those who may live in fear of your judgment,
who have known rejection, or who live on the margins of
society.
Show them the love that casts out fear and enable them to
find a place in your church, that we may be a community of
reconciliation.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our enemies.
Empower the church to love them and to look for a day
when we may live together in your reconciling love.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for all those who suffer for the name of Christ.
Let your people in every place be ready to offer testimony to
the gospel and bear persecution with confidence in your
truth.
God in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of mercy, our strength and our might,
receive these prayers, which we offer trusting in your
goodness.



We ask in weakness according to our need, but you give
wisely according to your gracious care for all the world.
Therefore, we pray in gratitude and in hope, through our
Savior, Jesus Christ.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen

*HYMN VU  713                               
“I See a New Heaven”

I see a new heaven. I see new earth as the old one will
pass away, where the fountain of life flows and without
price goes to all people who abide in the land.
There, there on the banks of a river bright and free,
yielding her fruit, firm in her root, the Tree of life will be.
I see a new heaven. I see new earth as the old one will
pass away, where the fountain of life flows and without
price goes to all people who abide in the land.
There, where we work with the love of healing hands.
Labour we must, true to our trust to build a promised
new land.
I see a new heaven. I see new earth as the old one will
pass away, where the fountain of life flows and without
price goes to all people who abide in the land.

“I See a New Heaven”
Text/Tune:Carolyn Mcdade © 1991
One License A-707586 



*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 215
“Peace Be with You”

Peace be with you, peace forever, peace be with you, my
friends. Till we meet again, may God be with you. Peace,
peace, peace.

“Peace Be with You”
Text/Tune: Alison Wesley © 2009
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE

We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph
Mastandrea by email or text message.
ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416 809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Betty Kelman
PowerPoint: Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta  and Betty Kelman
Lectors: Mike Russell, Jill Strapp
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

