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Service of Worship
Advent 1

Season of Advent
HOPE

“I wish I were so ’Sequoiacal,’” he writes, “that I could
descend from these mountains like a John the Baptist to
preach the green-brown woods to all the juiceless world,
crying, ‘Repent, for the Kingdom of Sequoia is at hand.’” -

John Phillip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the
Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario,
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations of the Grand
River as our community partners and traditional inhabitants
of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the
gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC *SONG MV 21
“Open Our Hearts”

Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.

“Open Our Hearts”
Text:/Tune: Jim Strathdee © 2006, Desert Flower Music
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Thorncliffe Food Bank

CALL TO WORSHIP   Grace Macdonald
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
that we may learn God’s ways and walk in God’s paths.
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!

*HYMN MV 1
“Let Us Build a House”

Let us build a house where love can dwell
and all can safely live, a place where
saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive.
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith
and vault of grace;
here the love of Christ shall end divisions:
All are welcome, all are welcome,
All are welcome in this place.

Let us build a house where love is found
in water, wine and wheat;
a banquet hall on holy ground,
where peace and justice meet.
Here the love of God, through Jesus,
is revealed in time and space;
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:
All are welcome, all are welcome,
All are welcome in this place.

“Let Us Build a House”
Tune/Text: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc.
One License A-707586



OPENING PRAYER   Bea Marcaccini
God be with you.
And also with you.
God of glory,we know that you are coming at an unexpected
hour.
Come to us now, in spirit and truth.
Take us up into your presence, and make us ready for your
reign of peace.

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INVOCATION,
THE GIFT OF HOPE   Lukas Macdonald
We begin the season of Advent with
expectant believing hearts.
We wait upon the Lord and
place our hope in God’s word.
During Advent we confront the darkness
that so often exists around us.
We wait upon the Lord and
place our hope in God’s word.
During Advent we confront the division
that so often occurs between us.
We wait upon the Lord and
place our hope in God’s word. Amen.

HYMN MV 220
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”

Hope shines as the solitary star. Faith is the inner light.
You and I together mirror the Light of Lights, and
illumine the pathway home.
“Hope Shines as the Solitary Star”
Contributors: Catherine F. Maclean, Janet Bauman Tissandier;
Text: © 2007 Church Publishing, Inc.
One License A-707586



PRAYER OF CONFESSION   Audrey Quinn
God of night and day, there is no shadow that can conceal
our sin from you and no secret that you will not bring to light.
For our reveling and drunkenness, forgive us, O God.
For our debauchery and licentiousness, forgive us, O God.
For our quarreling and jealousy, forgive us, O God. O
God, forgive us our sins, renew us in love, and teach us to
live in a way that brings honor and glory to your name.
Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE   Ben Quinn
Beloved, in your baptism
you were bathed in light and clothed with grace.
Therefore, put on the Lord Jesus Christ!
Know that you are forgiven, and live in peace. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“This Little Light of Mine”

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.

“This Little Light of Mine”
Text/Tune: Public Domain
One License A-707586



ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION   Emma Macdonald
O God of our people
and Lord of every nation, let your Word ring out from the
mountains and your Spirit shine forth in the earth, so that all
may hear your teaching and all may do your will. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading    Isaiah 2:1-5   Grace Macdonald
2:1 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah
and Jerusalem.
2:2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord's house shall
be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be
raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
2:3 Many peoples shall come and say, "Come, let us go up
to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of
Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk
in his paths." For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and
the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
2:4 He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate
for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war
any more.
2:5 O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the
LORD!

2nd Reading  Romans 13:11-14   Ellen Marcaccini
13:11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now
the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is
nearer to us now than when we became believers;
13:12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay
aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light;
13:13 let us live honorably as in the day, not in revelling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in
quarreling and jealousy.



13:14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

3rd Reading Matthew 24:36-44
24:36 "But about that day and hour no one knows, neither
the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.
24:37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of
the Son of Man.
24:38 For as in those days before the flood they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark,
24:39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man.
24:40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one
will be left.
24:41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be
taken and one will be left.
24:42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming.
24:43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house
be broken into.
24:44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an unexpected hour.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 315
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee,
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!



Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide thee,
Though the eye made blind by sin thy glory may not
see, only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in power, in love, and purity.

“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”
Text Reginald Heber, Tune: John Dykes  © 1826 Godfrey Hewitt
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Mountain Feet”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED   James McKinnon
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows
of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or
their skin colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and
all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking Our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK



OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What
can I sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my
love. I’ll do my share.

“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING   Ella Morris
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, O God,
that you have built us up in faith and bound us together in
love.By your grace, may all that we do show the glory of
your name and serve the good of your people

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom. Jesus, remember me, when you come into
your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586



Pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

We pray for peace in every nation—
that people will turn their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning hooks and study war no more.

Pray for the peace of the church.
We pray for peace in Christ’s body—
put an end to fear and fighting, and help us to proclaim
in word and action the good news of salvation to all.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your
kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

Pray for the peace of this community
.
We pray for peace in this place—
for safety in our homes and streets, for the prosperity of
our neighbors, and for the health of family and friends.

God of the future, make us ready for the coming of your
reign, when you will bring everlasting peace and renew the
face of the earth.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen

*HYMN  VU 708                           
“My Lord, What a Morning”

My Lord, what a morning. My Lord, what a morning.
My Lord, what a morning when the stars begin to fall.

You’ll hear the trumpet sound to wake the nations
underground, looking to my God’s right hand when the
stars begin to fall.

My Lord, what a morning. My Lord, what a morning.
My Lord, what a morning when the stars begin to fall.

You’ll hear the Christian shout to wake the nations
underground, looking to my God’s right hand when the
stars begin to fall.

My Lord, what a morning. My Lord, what a morning.
My Lord, what a morning when the stars begin to fall.

“My Lord, What a Morning”
Text/Tune: African American Spiritual
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION



*SUNG RESPONSE MV 215
“Peace Be with You”

Peace be with you, peace forever, peace be with you, my
friends. Till we meet again, may God be with you. Peace,
peace, peace.

“Peace Be with You”
Text/Tune: Alison Wesley © 2009. One License A-707586

POSTLUDE

We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph
Mastandrea by email or text message.
ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416 809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presiders: James & Ainsley Mckinnon;  Ellen and Bea
Marcaccini; Grace, Lukas Emma Macdonald, Audrey and
Ben Quinn, Ella Morris
PowerPoint: Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Grace Macdonald, Ellen Marcaccini
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

