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Service of Worship
24th Sunday After Pentecost

Season of Creation
Transunday

Stewardship Sunday Part 2
Reign of Christ

“We know things in the core of our being that we have not
necessarily been taught, and some of this deep knowing

may actually be at odds with what our society or religion has
tried to teach us.”

- John Phillip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the
Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario,
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations of the Grand
River as our community partners and traditional inhabitants
of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the
gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.



GATHERING MUSIC *SONG MV 21
“Open Our Hearts”

Open our hearts, open our minds.
Open our lives to you O loving God.

“Open Our Hearts”
Text:/Tune: Jim Strathdee © 2006, Desert Flower Music
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

A Celebration of Stewardship Part 2, with Grant Lorenz

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION – Syrian Family Support

CALL TO WORSHIP
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for God has looked
favorably on God’s people and redeemed them.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for God has called us God’s own beloved and called
each of us by name.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for God has blessed God’s creation and called us to
worship.
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel!

*HYMN VU 273
“The King of Love”

The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness
faileth never, I nothing lack if I am his and he is mine
forever.
And so through all the length of days thy goodness
faileth never:  Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy home forever.

“The King of Love”
Text/Tune:William Henry Baker © 1906  Oxford University Press
One License A-707586



OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
God of all times and all places,
be with us in this time and this place.
Just as you have spoken to your people
through prophets and poets,
we pray that we might hear the Word
you speak to us today.
Just as you have spoken to your people through
deeds and miracles, we pray that we might have eyes
to see the Word you speak to us today.
Just as you have called your people
to act in the midst of your creation,
we pray that we might have feet to walk
and hands to reach out. Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the
sparks of God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love.
May the universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let
earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe with
Spirit. Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and
fresh awakenings rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God,
we confess that we have neglected to declare Jesus
the king and model for our lives.
We have been quick to call on others
to follow the ways of Christ
yet slow to do the same.
We have been bold in demanding generosity,



mercy, and forgiveness yet quiet when it comes to offering
inclusion,  love, and compassion.
Forgive us, O God.
Restore in us, yet again, the commitment to be more
Christlike in word, in deed, and in spirit.
Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
All things, in heaven and on earth,
are reconciled to God in Jesus Christ.
Forgiveness is ours through faith in the Lord,
in whom God was pleased to dwell.
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.
Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE

The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“This Little Light of Mine”

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine,
let it shine, let it shine, oh let it shine.

“This Little Light of Mine”
Text/Tune: Public Domain
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Holy God,
through the generations you have spoken to us.
You have sent voices crying out in the wilderness.
You have sent the words of an overjoyed new father and an
expectant mother.
You have sent the assurance of a condemned man on a
cross.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading   Jermiah 23:1-6   Danny Russell
23:1 “Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the
sheep of my pasture!” says the LORD.

23:2 “Therefore” thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: “It is
you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them
away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to
you for your evil doings,” says the LORD.

23:3 “Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of
all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them
back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply.

23:4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd
them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed,
nor shall any be missing,” says the LORD.

23:5 “The days are surely coming,” says the LORD, “when I
will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign
as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.

23:6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in
safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The
LORD is our righteousness.’"



2nd Reading  Colossians 1:11-20    Eila Fowler
1:11 May you be made strong with all the strength that
comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to
endure everything with patience, while joyfully

1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to
share in the inheritance of the saints in the light.

1:13 He has rescued us from the power of darkness and
transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son,

1:14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

1:15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation;

1:16 for in him all things in heaven and on earth were
created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or powers--all things have been created
through him and for him.

1:17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold
together.

1:18 He is the head of the body, the church; he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might
come to have first place in everything.

1:19 For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,

1:20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to
himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making
peace through the blood of his cross.

3rd Reading Luke 23:33-43
23:33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull,
they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right
and one on his left.



23:34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not
know what they are doing." And they cast lots to divide his
clothing.
23:35 And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, "He saved others; let him save
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!"
23:36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering
him sour wine,
23:37 and saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save
yourself!"
23:38 There was also an inscription over him, "This is the
King of the Jews."
23:39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept
deriding him and saying, "Are you not the Messiah? Save
yourself and us!"
23:40 But the other rebuked him, saying, "Do you not fear
God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation?
23:41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we
are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has
done nothing wrong."
23:42 Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom."
23:43 He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me
in Paradise."

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God



*HYMN VU 371
“Open My Eyes, That I May See”

Open my eyes, that I may see glimpses of truth thou
hast for me, place in my hands the wonderful key, that
shall unclasp and set me free.

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to
see. Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!

Open my mouth, and let me bear gladly the warm truth
everywhere; open my heart and let me prepare love with
thy children thus to share.

Silently now I wait for thee, ready, my God, thy will to
see. Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine!

“Open My Eyes, That I May See”
Text/Tune: Clara H. Scott  © 1895
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Crown of Love”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows
of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or
their skin colour.



Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and
all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking Our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 191
“What Can I Do?”

What can I do? What can I bring? What can I say? What
can I sing? I’ll sing with joy. I’ll say a prayer. I’ll bring my
love. I’ll do my share.

“What Can I Do”
Text: and Tune: Paul Rumboldt and Michele McCarthy © 2005
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, you have looked upon your people with mercy,
generosity,  and love. You have granted your favor to your
people, offering them redemption, salvation, and wisdom.
And so we offer these gifts for your hurting and broken
world.
May they be multiplied to do your service.
May we be strengthened to do your work.



In the name of Jesus the Christ,
who multiplied small gifts and fed multitudes.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your
kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

Loving God,
you have assured us that the days are surely coming
when your people will know peace,
your people will know justice,
your people will know righteousness.
Confident in your promises, we proclaim with faith:
The Lord is our righteousness.
You have assured us that a leader
will come to rule with wisdom.
We pray this day for those in particular need
of justice, righteousness, and mercy.
We pray for the trampled, the ignored, the brushed aside.
We pray for the homeless, the loveless, and the healthless.
We pray for leaders in governments, homes,
communities, and schools, that they may know the influence
of wisdom rather than power;
and declare with faith:
The Lord is our righteousness.



You have assured us of the salvation and safety of your
people.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   VU 148
“Jesus Remember Me ”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your
kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier  © 1978
One License A-707586

We pray this day for those who only know violence:
those whose countries have been torn apart by invasion,
civil war, and private armies, those whose communities have
been forgotten by all but the warlords and gangs, those
whose homes are places of danger and fear rather than
sanctuary and love.
May they declare with certitude: The Lord is our
righteousness. God of all creation we pray this day for the
reign of Jesus the Christ.
We pray that in the midst of chaos we might hear Jesus’
word to us; that in the midst of heartache we might know
Jesus’ presence, and in the midst of a cacophony of voices
we might proclaim:
The Lord is our righteousness.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen

*HYMN                               
“We Are a Rainbow”

We’re the light of all the world, we are a city on a hill,
We’re a candle on a stand proclaiming light,
We will not hide our lamp beneath a bushel any more,
We will shine a ray of hope that’s burning bright.

Chorus: We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace,
For the flood of tears will finally cease to be,
Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the
sky,
Paint the world in colours proud and bold and free.

We’re a coat of many colours, sewn from many different
threads,
Covering all in warmth, in welcome and in grace,
God said “Let there be light”, created every varied
shade,
In the rainbow each of us can find a place.

Chorus:
We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace,
For the flood of tears will finally cease to be,
Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the
sky,
Paint the world in colours proud and bold and free.



We are hope to still believe in tomorrow’s better day,
We are peace in a world that’s torn apart,
We are joy that will last in all the struggles that we face,
We are love that blooms and grows in every heart.

Chorus:
We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace,
For the flood of tears will finally cease to be,
Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the
sky,
Paint the world in colours proud and bold and free.

When we face the storms of life, we will never be alone,
For our God will be with us on the way,
Hand in hand, side by side, we won’t be frightened any
more,
As the mourning night of tears breaks into day.

Chorus:
We are a rainbow, sign of covenant and peace,
For the flood of tears will finally cease to be,
Come shine your rainbow, splash your hues across the
sky,
Paint the world in colours proud and bold and free.

“We Are a Rainbow”
Text/Tune: David Kai © 2017
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 215
“Peace Be with You”

Peace be with you, peace forever, peace be with you, my
friends. Till we meet again, may God be with you. Peace,
peace, peace.

“Peace Be with You”
Text/Tune: Alison Wesley © 2009. One License A-707586



POSTLUDE

We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph
Mastandrea by email or text message.
ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416 809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Joanne Nicolson
PowerPoint: Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta  and Betty Kelman
Lectors: Danny Russelll, Eila Fowler
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

