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Service of Worship
21st Sunday After Pentecost

Season of Creation
All Saints Sundays

“…we need to find ways of sharing our intimate experiences
of the Mystery, for we are one.”

- John Phillip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the
Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario,
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations of the Grand
River as our community partners and traditional inhabitants
of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the
gift of the spirit spoken from  the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC
*SONG MV 10
“Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”

Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, she who danced
when earth was new. Follow closely what she teaches,
for her words are right and true. Wisdom clears the path
to justice, showing us what love must do.

“Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”
Text: Ruth Duck; Tune: Donna Kasbohm © 1995, The Pilgrim Press
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION – Syrian Family Support

CALL TO WORSHIP
We have gathered today in search of reformation.
We want to reform ourselves, our church, and our
society.
We stand fearless at the edge of change.
For God is in the midst of us and we shall not be moved.
Be still, and know that God is God.
God is our rock and our redeemer.

*HYMN VU 264
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”

Immortal invisible, God only wise; in light inaccessible
hid from our eyes; most blessed, most glorious, the
Ancient of Days, almighty, victorious, thy great name we
praise.

Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light; thine angels
adore thee, all veiling their sight, all praise we would
render, O help us to see ‘tis only the splendour of light
hideth thee!

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”
Text; Walter Chalmers Smith; Tune: John Roberts © 1839
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
You are our hiding place, O God;  you preserve us from
trouble and deliver us from death.
You teach us your wisdom and show us your grace
by honoring the weak and forgiving the wicked.
All glory and praise be to you, for justice and mercy meet in
you. Amen



LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the
sparks of God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love.
May the universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let
earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe with
Spirit. Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and
fresh awakenings rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Loving God,
you promise that all who faithfully confess to you
will be forgiven and preserved from trouble.
Trusting in your mercy,we acknowledge the harm that
we have done,and the good we have failed to do.
Forgive us, we pray; guide us in your truth, and teach us the
way to go, that we may love and serve you well. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Hear the good news:
though your sins are like scarlet, they shall
be like snow.
For the Lord has promised to forgive all, and to
surround with steadfast love everyone who trusts in
God. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 26
“Your Love Is Amazing”

Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging,
your love is a mountain, firm beneath my feet.

Your love is a mystery, how you gently lift me.
When I am surrounded, your love carries me.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah,
your love makes me sing.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.
your love makes me sing.

“Your Love is Amazing”
Text/Tune: Brenton Brown and Brian Doeriksen © 2000, Vineyard Songs
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
God, through the power of your Holy Spirit,
open us to your Word that we would hear what you would
say to us today; through Jesus Christ, who invites us to
welcome him in, even before we are ready or worthy.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading   Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4  Ellen Marcaccini

1:1 The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw.
1:2 O LORD, how long shall I cry for help, and you will not
listen? Or cry to you "Violence!" and you will not save?
1:3 Why do you make me see wrong-doing and look at
trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and
contention arise.
1:4 So the law becomes slack and justice never prevails.
The wicked surround the righteous-- therefore judgment
comes forth perverted.



2:1 I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself on the
rampart; I will keep watch to see what he will say to me, and
what he will answer concerning my complaint.
2:2 Then the LORD answered me and said: Write the vision;
make it plain on tablets, so that a runner may read it.
2:3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks
of the end, and does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it
will surely come, it will not delay.
2:4 Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the
righteous live by their faith.

2nd Reading  2 Thessalonians 1:1-4; 11-12 James
McKinnon
1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the
Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.
1:3 We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers
and sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing
abundantly, and the love everyone of you have for one
another is increasing.
1:4 Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the
churches of God for your steadfastness and faith during all
your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring.
1:11 To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God
will make you worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power
every good resolve and work of faith,
1:12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in
you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

3rd Reading Luke 19:1-10
19:1 He entered Jericho and was passing through it.
19:2 A man was there named Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax
collector and was rich.
19:3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of
the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature.



19:4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see
him, because he was going to pass that way.
19:5 When Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said
to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down; for I must stay at
your house today."
19:6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him.
19:7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, "He has
gone to be the guest of one who is a sinner."
19:8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, "Look, half
of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor; and if I have
defrauded anyone of anything, I will pay back four times as
much."
19:9 Then Jesus said to him, "Today salvation has come to
this house, because he too is a son of Abraham.
19:10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the
lost."

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 367
“Come Down, O Love Divine”

Come down, O love divine, seek now this soul of mine,
and visit it with your own ardour glowing, O Comforter,
draw near, within my heart appear and kindle it, your
holy flame bestowing.

And so the yearning strong with which the soul will long
shall far out pass the power of human telling; for none
can guess its grace, till love creates the place where in
the Holy Spirit makes its dwelling.

“Come Down, O Love Divine”
Text: RIchard Littledale; Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams © 1975 Oxford University
Press One License A-707586



SERMON    “Daniel Had a Dream”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows
of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or
their skin colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and
all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking Our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God,
all creatures high and low, give thanks to God in love
made known; Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Ken © 1995 United Church of Canada
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Holy One, we ask you to bless these tithes and offerings,
that our gifts may embody your vision of the kingdom and
bless those who are vulnerable, oppressed, and seeking
justice.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 75
“Holy Spirit, Come to Us”

Holy Spirit, come to us,
kindle in us the fire of your love,
Holy Spirit, come to us,
Holy Spirit, come to us.

“Holy Spirit, Come to Us”
Text: Taize Community,Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1998 Taize Community
One License A-707586



God of Love and Justice,
you have made it clear to us that you tire of our churchy
words and religious festivals, and that the worship you want
from us is an ethical life lived out in a society that we make
just.
Hear our prayers for your whole creation, saying,
God of justice, save your world.
We pray for the church and for all who live by faith,
doing charity and advocating for social change.
God of justice, save your world.
Cultivate peace between nations, between people,
and between political parties.
God of justice, save your world.
Protect and comfort those enduring the violence of
war, or crime, or the destructive forces of nature.
God of justice, save your world.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 75
“Holy Spirit, Come to Us”

Holy Spirit, come  to us,
kindle in us the fire of your love,
Holy Spirit, come to us,
Holy Spirit, come to us.

“Holy Spirit, Come to Us”
Text: Taize Community,Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1998 Taize Community
One License A-707586

Preserve those who suffer violence at home and bullying at
school, and embolden those who see their trouble to help
bring relief and help.
God of justice, save your world.
Grant your healing mercies to those who are ill, or facing
death, and uphold those who care for them.



God of justice, save your world.
Delivering God, through Jesus Christ you come to us and
teach us the way of true worship: doing good, seeking
justice, rescuing the oppressed, defending the orphan, and
pleading for the widow. Renew in us your vision of the
worship that you want, that we may take part in your work in
the world, by the power of your strengthening Spirit.
Through Jesus Christ we pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen

*HYMN VU 705                                  
“For All the Saints”

For all the saints, who from their labours rest, all who by
faith before the world confessed, your name,
O Jesus, be forever blest. Hallelujah, hallelujah.

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast,
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host,
singing to Father, Son, and holy Ghost:
Hallelujah, hallelujah.

“For All the Saints”
Text William How /Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams © 1906
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION



*SUNG RESPONSE MV 213
“Take Us His Song”

Take up his song of peace and go into the world.
Take up his song of peace every moment.
In every moment of the journey, we’re laying down our
lives; lay them down, in peace, lay them down, and take
up his song.

“Take Us His Song”
Text/Tune: Laura Herman © 2009
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE

We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph
Mastandrea by email or text message.
ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416 809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: James & Ainsley Mckinnon, Ellen and Bea
Marcaccini, Grace and Lucas Macdonald, Audrey and Ben,
Eddy?
PowerPoint: Betty Kelman, Carol Foley,  Joanne Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta  and Betty Kelman
Lectors: Ellen Marcaccini,  James Mckinnon
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

