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Service of Worship
18th Sunday After Pentecost

Season of Creation
Thanksgiving Sunday
Farewell to Ann Piper

“Too often in the past our approach to truth has been to
assume that we have it and others do not. Consequently, we
have thought that our role is to tell people what to believe.
We are being invited instead into a new humility, to serve the
holy wisdom that is already stirring in the hearts of people
everywhere, the growing awareness of earth’s
interrelatedness and sacredness.”
- John Phillip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the
Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario,
Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of
Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations of the Grand
River as our community partners and traditional inhabitants
of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the
gift of peace  to be the gratitude and grace for today.



GATHERING MUSIC
*SONG MV 10
“Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”

Come and seek the ways of Wisdom, she who danced
when earth was new. Follow closely what she teaches,
for her words are right and true. Wisdom clears the path
to justice, showing us what love must do.

“Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom”
Text: Ruth Duck; Tune: Donna Kasbohm © 1995, The Pilgrim Press.
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION – Pantry @ the Manor

CALL TO WORSHIP
Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors through
the prophets, but in the last days he has spoken to us
through his Son Jesus Christ.
Jesus is the reflection of God’s glory,
and he sustains all things in the world by his
powerful Word.
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom
all things exist, should give his only son to suffering for our
salvation.
Therefore we will proclaim God’s name.
In the midst of the congregation, we will praise God.

*HYMN VU 242
“Let All Things Now Living”

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving to God
our Creator triumphantly raise; who fashioned and
made us, protected and stayed us, by guiding us onto
the end of our days. God’s banners are o’er us, pure
light goes before us, a pillar of fire shining forth in the
night; till shadows have vanished and darkness is
banished, as forward we travel from light into Light.



By law God enforces, the stars in their courses and sun
in its orbit obediently shine; the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains, the depths of the ocean
proclaim God divine. We, too, should be voicing our
love and rejoicing, with glad adoration a song let us
raise: till all things now living unite in thanksgiving. As
forward we travel from light into Light

“Let All Things Now Living”
Text/Tune: Katherine Davis © 1938
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.

God, sometimes we do not understand
why bad things happen to good people.
Sometimes all we can do
is lift up our eyes and hearts to heaven,
and scream out loud, Why?
Sometimes we do not want to persist in our integrity;
we allow our suffering to lead us into despair.
Yet wisdom comes from listening to your Word.
Enable us to see the life you have given us
through the laughter, joy, trial, and tribulation.
Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the
sparks of God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love.
May the universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let
earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe with
Spirit. Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and
fresh awakenings rise within us. Amen



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Because you know the hardness of our hearts,
You have created us to live in community,
and still we oppress others and separate ourselves from
each other and from you.
Jesus loved the children, but there are still children in
the world who live in hunger or fear, rejected and
unloved.
Forgive us, and call us to faithfulness.
Bind all your children together as sisters and brothers,
and nurture us with your love and forgiveness, that we
might share what we have been given, and receive your
kingdom with the wonder and gratitude of children.
Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Jesus said, Let the children come to me, do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.
Seeing our repentant hearts, Jesus will embrace us in
grace and comfort us with mercy.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
We are children of God! Live in peace! Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 26
“Your Love Is Amazing”

Your love is amazing, steady and unchanging,
your love is a mountain, firm beneath my feet.

Your love is a mystery, how you gently lift me.
When I am surrounded, your love carries me.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah,



your love makes me sing.
Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.
your love makes me sing.

“Your Love  is Amazing”
Text/Tune: Brenton Brown & Brian Doeriksen © 2000, Vineyard Songs
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

BLESSING OF THE COMFORT SHAWL

CHOIR ANTHEM  “The Lord of Harvest”

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Long ago, God spoke to our ancestors,
but in these last days God has spoken to us
through Jesus Christ.
Open our hearts and minds to your Word,
that we may see your light. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading   Deuteronomy 26:1-11
Marie Nicolson
26:1 When you have come into the land that the LORD your
God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and you
possess it, and settle in it,

26:2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your
God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to
the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling
for his name.

26:3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time,
and say to him, "Today I declare to the LORD your God that
I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our
ancestors to give us."

26:4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and



sets it down before the altar of the LORD your God,

26:5 you shall make this response before the LORD your
God: "A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went
down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number,
and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous.

26:6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us,
by imposing hard labor on us,

26:7 we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the
LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and
our oppression.

26:8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand
and an outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power,
and with signs and wonders;

26:9 and he brought us into this place and gave us this land,
a land flowing with milk and honey.

26:10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that
you, O LORD, have given me." You shall set it down before
the LORD your God and bow down before the LORD your
God.

26:11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens
who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty
that the LORD your God has given to you and to your
house.

2nd Reading  Philippians 4:4-9
Greg Mckinnon

4:4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.

4:5 Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is
near.



4:6 Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be
made known to God.

4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

4:8 Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

4:9 Keep on doing the things that you have learned and
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace
will be with you.

3rd Reading John 6:25-35
6:25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they
said to him, "Rabbi, when did you come here?"

6:26 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, you are
looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you
ate your fill of the loaves.

6:27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food
that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give
you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal."

6:28 Then they said to him, "What must we do to perform
the works of God?"

6:29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that
you believe in him whom he has sent."

6:30 So they said to him, "What sign are you going to give
us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work
are you performing?



6:31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, 'He gave them bread from heaven to eat.'"

6:32 Then Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, it was
not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven.

6:33 For the bread of God is that which comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world."

6:34 They said to him, "Sir, give us this bread always."

6:35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in
me will never be thirsty.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN VU 272
“Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”

Open your ears, O faithful people, open your ears and
hear God’s word. Open your hearts, O faithful people,
God now speaks to you.

God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
And those words are words of wisdom, hallelujah!

They who have ears to hear the message, they who
have ears, now let them hear. They who would learn the
way of wisdom, let them hear God’s word.

God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
And those words are words of wisdom, hallelujah



“Open Your Ears O Faithful People”
Text: Willard Jubusch, Tune: Richard Proulx  © 1984 GIA Publications
One License A-707586

SERMON    “Radical Gratitude”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows
of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or
their skin colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and
all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking Our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise God,
all creatures high and low, give thanks to God in love
made known; Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Ken © 1995, United Church of Canada
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Blessed are you, our Comfort.
You have given Jesus, your only son,
who was made lower than the angels,
for our sake.
With thanksgiving, we give of what you have provided,that
your will may be done in this world.
Give us the wisdom and courage to do so.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
MV 75  “Holy Spirit, Come to Us”

Holy Spirit, come  to us,
kindle in us the fire of your love,
Holy Spirit, come to us,
Holy Spirit, come to us.

“Holy Spirit, Come to Us”
Text: Iona Community, Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1998, Taize Community
One License A-707586



We pray for those who are suffering,
through sickness, through loss,
without support, in loneliness.
Vindicate them, O Lord.

We pray for those who seek justice,
who frown upon evil
but are still shunned and persecuted.
Vindicate them, O Lord.

We pray for those who feel like the smallest of the small,
the weakest of the weak, those who feel ignored and
unloved.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
MV 75  “Holy Spirit, Come to Us”

Holy Spirit, come  to us,
kindle in us the fire of your love,
Holy Spirit, come to us,
Holy Spirit, come to us.

“Holy Spirit, Come to Us”
Text: Iona Community, Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1998, Taize Community
One License A-707586

Vindicate them, O Lord.
We pray for those who have been abandoned or abused,
who have been neglected and left powerless,
who have been limited or rejected.
Vindicate them, O Lord.

Take them into your arms
as Jesus did with the children,
and bless them every day



so that they are supported, liberated, loved, and accepted.
In the name of the one who welcomed the children.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and
the glory forever and ever. Amen

*HYMN MV 182                                  
“Grateful”

Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy
Son, joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy
Word, joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you.

You are more than we imagine, Ancient, Holy, Living
Lord. Even when we doubt your presence you are
faithful to your Word.

Grateful for the life you give us, thankful for your Holy
Son, joyful in your Spirit flowing over all, O God of Love.

Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, thankful for your Holy
Word, joyful in your mercy flowing, we will praise you.

“Grateful”
Text/Tune: Tom Tomascek © 2009
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION



*SUNG RESPONSE
MV 213 “Take Us His Song”

Take up his song of peace and go into the world. Take
up his song of peace every moment.
In every moment of the journey, we’re laying down our
lives; lay them down, in peace, lay them down, and take
up his song.

“Take Us His Song”
Text/Tune: Laura Herman” © 2009
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE

We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the Minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph
Mastandrea by email or text message.
ministermruc@gmail.com or text 4168096044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider:Ann Piper
PowerPoint: Carol Foley
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta  and Betty Kelman
Lectors: Marie Nicolson and Greg Mckinnon
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Matthew Coynes
Editor: Mike Russell

mailto:ministermruc@gmail.com

