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Service of Worship
Sunday, March 20, 2022

“When he awakened from sleep, he said, “Surely the Lord is in
this place—and I did not know it.... This is none other than the

house of God, and this is the gate of heaven” (Genesis
28:16–17). In the Celtic world that gateway is present

everywhere. In every place is the immediacy of heaven. In
every moment we can glimpse the Light that was in the

beginning and from which all things have come. As Oliver says,
“The threshold is always near.” We can step over this threshold

and back again in the fleeting span of a second. In a single
step we can find ourselves momentarily in that other world, the
world of eternal Light, which is woven inseparably through this
world—the world of matter that is forever unfolding like a river

in flow.”
John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we acknowledge that since
time immemorial, indigenous peoples have occupied and
cared for this land. In acknowledging this land, we pay
respect to the traditional home of the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the New
Credit First Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First
Nation and Six Nations of the Grand River as our
community partners and traditional inhabitants of the
lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton, Durham
Region and surrounding areas. May we wade into the
water from the river of life .



GATHERING MUSIC

*HYMN   MV 77
“Be Still and Know”

Be still and know that I am God.
Be Still and know that I am God.

“Be Still and Know”
Tune: © 1989, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR MISSION Anti-Racism MATTERS

CALL TO WORSHIP
Come to the waters, seek the Lord,
repent and return so that you may live.
All who are hungry for righteousness:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord,
repent and return so that you may live.
All who need the help of God:
Come to the waters, seek the Lord,
repent and return so that you may live.

*HYMN VU  612
“There is a Balm in Gilead”

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded
whole. There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick
soul.

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in
vain, but then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again.



There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded
whole. There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sin sick
soul.

“There is a Balm in Gilead”
Contributors: African American Spiritual © 1993 GIA Publications
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Your glory and power, O God, surrounds us in the
sanctuary.
We lift up our hands and call on your name.
We are your people, thirsty for the living water you alone
can give.
When we consider how you have helped us, giving
us a spring that gushes up to eternal life, we cling to
you, singing praises with joyful lips.
Amen

LENTEN LITURGY
(Extinguish the third candle)

In a liturgical season of increasing darkness, we
extinguish a candle each week.

On these very special Sundays we think more deeply
about Jesus. Sometimes it is hard to know what
to do to be a loving person. As we tell the story of
Jesus, we learn how to be guided and kept safe
in God’s care.

Family: We extinguish the third candle. We remember
how hard it is to keep faith strong in a troubled
world

As we watch the smoke rise, we remember that God
is with us, all the way.



*RESPONSE
“Take, O Take Me as I Am” MV 85

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
Amen

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”
Tune/Text: © 1995, The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent
One License A-707586

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we confess that we have grown complacent in
our response to you.
You set before us a rich feast of blessing,
but we are drawn to lesser things that cannot satisfy.
You call us to attend to urgent needs in the world, but we
indulge our own desires.
Our ways are not your ways; our thoughts do not
ascend to your thoughts.
Forgive us when we fall short of your claim upon our
lives.
Disturb our complacency and quicken our desire for
a more fruitful life.
Be patient, we pray, as we amend who we are, in the
hope of becoming who you intend us to be.

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
God’s love is sure and steadfast,
always providing a way out, a way through,
a way back to God.
Through the waters of baptism, we have died with
Christ and are raised with him.
With gratitude, in faith,
we will walk the way of Christ. Amen



SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 156
“Dance with the Spirit”

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’, walk with
the Spirit throughout the long day. Work and hope for
the new life abornin’, listen to the Spirit to show you
the way.

“Dance with the Spirit”
Tune: © 1995, Desert Flower Music/Jim and Jean Strathdee
Text: © 1995, Desert Flower Music/Jim and Jean Strathdee
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
We seek you in your word, O God,
as though we are searching for water in a dry and weary
land.
By the power of your Holy Spirit,
may this word be to us a rich feast,
satisfying the soul.
Then with our mouths, we will praise you;
and with our lives, we will bless you,
our Host and our Hope.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading  Isaiah 55:1-9
Fina Adalba
55:1 Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and
you that have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy



wine and milk without money and without price.
55:2 Why do you spend your money for that which is not
bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight
yourselves in rich food.
55:3 Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you
may live. I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
55:4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a leader
and commander for the peoples.
55:5 See, you shall call nations that you do not know, and
nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of
the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has
glorified you.
55:6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon
him while he is near;
55:7 let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous
their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he may
have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon.
55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways my ways, says the LORD.
55:9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are
my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than
your thoughts.

2nd Reading  I Corinthians 10: 1-13
Eila Fowler

10:1 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and
sisters, that our ancestors were all under the cloud, and
all passed through the sea,
10:2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea,
10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food,



10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank
from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock
was Christ.
10:5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of
them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.
10:6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, so
that we might not desire evil as they did.
10:7 Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it
is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and
they rose up to play."
10:8 We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some
of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single
day.
10:9 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them
did, and were destroyed by serpents.
10:10 And do not complain as some of them did, and
were destroyed by the destroyer.
10:11 These things happened to them to serve as an
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on
whom the ends of the ages have come.
10:12 So if you think you are standing, watch out that you
do not fall.
10:13 No testing has overtaken you that is not common
to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be
tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will
also provide the way out so that you may be able to
endure it.

3rd Reading   Luke 13:1-9
13:1 At that very time there were some present who told
him about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled
with their sacrifices.
13:2 He asked them, "Do you think that because these
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners
than all other Galileans?



13:3 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish as they did.
13:4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of
Siloam fell on them--do you think that they were worse
offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?
13:5 No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all
perish just as they did."
13:6 Then he told this parable: "A man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard; and he came looking for fruit on it
and found none.
13:7 So he said to the gardener, 'See here! For three
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still
I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the
soil?'
13:8 He replied, 'Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I
dig around it and put manure on it.
13:9 If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not,
you can cut it down.'"

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN     VU 651
“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”

Guide me, O thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this
barren land. I am weak, but thou art mighty, hold me
with thy powerful hand. Bread of heaven, bread
heaven, feed me till I want no more, feed me till I want
no more.

When I tread the verge of Jordan, bid my anxious
fears subside, death of death, and hell’s destruction,
land me safe on Canaan’s side;



Songs of praises, songs of praises I will ever give to
thee I will ever give to thee.

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”
Words: William Willimas, Tune: John Hughes
One License A-707586

SERMON    “Come to the Waters”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the
sorrows of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it
can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us, even when we cannot
risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation,
or their skin colour
Who worry about their employment or who cannot
find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find
housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of
worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and
biphobia, and all forms of discrimination and hate.



Show us the way to make this world a better place for
all.

--a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 183
“I’m Gonna Shout, Shout”

I’m gonna shout, shout, shout out my love for Jesus,
for Jesus! I’m gonna shout, shout, shout out my love
for God’s most holy child! For whatever I might do
today, at home, at school, at work, at play, I’ve got
Jesus’ love deep inside of me!
“I’m Gonna Shout, Shout”
Bruce Harding © 1998 Bruce Harding, Used by Permission
One License A-707586

SHARING THE LIGHT IN PANDEMIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of wilderness and Promised Land,
in days of want and in days of plenty
you have been with us.
By these gifts we now share,
may others know of your providence and care.



Send us—not only our offerings, but our very selves— to
console and comfort,
to lift up and reach out, to listen and sit beside your
children everywhere at the one Table you have set;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148

Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom. Jesus remember me when you come into
your kingdom.

“Jesus, Remember Me”
Tune/Text: Jacques Berthier, © 1981, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications,
Inc., agent
One License A-707586

God of generous provision, we are grateful for the many
ways you care for us and provide for the needs of your
people.
In word, water, bread, and wine, you nourish and sustain
us.
When we listen to you, we encounter delight, and when
we come to you, we live most fully.
Sometimes, though, we find ourselves in a dry and weary
land . . .
Where we have misused and depleted creation,
drought and famine leave people and animals facing
hunger and starvation.
Where we have polluted streams, rivers, and oceans,
fish and other water creatures suffer and die.



People without access to clean water become sick.
O God, help us to care for your creation in ways that
make it possible for all to have enough food and
water—life, verdant and abundant.
Sometimes we find ourselves in a dry and weary land . . .
In places torn apart by war, where the earth itself has
been ravaged; where hospitals and homes and corner
stores have been reduced to rubble; where human lives
have been destroyed and deformed; where peace lies in
the ruins and hope is buried.
O God, raise peace among us again.
Build hope up from the ground.
Restore in us and in the world’s leaders the will and
determination to make an end of war and a new
beginning for justice.
Sometimes we find ourselves in a dry and weary land . . .
When we are lost, unable to find our way to a place that
is home for us; when we are sad and weighed down with
regret or grief; when we are tired or sick in body, mind, or
spirit.
O God, provide water in the desert and manna in the
wilderness—enough to sustain us for one more day,
even enough to revive us for the long haul.
Sometimes we find ourselves in the rich feast of your
presence . . .

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“Jesus, Remember Me”  VU 148

Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom. Jesus remember me when you come into
your kingdom.

“Jesus, Remember Me”
Tune/Text: Jacques Berthier, © 1981, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications,
Inc., agent
One License A-707586

We celebrate a new beginning in our lives:
a new job, a new relationship, a new life, a new day of
sobriety, a second chance.
O God, we give thanks to you for this new blessing in our
lives.
Sometimes we find ourselves in the rich feast of your
presence . . .
We give thanks for the gift of healing after injury or
illness; for laughter that bubbles up to replace our tears;
for hope that spills its soothing light over the darkness of
our despair.
O God, we thank you for the gift of wholeness and
resurrection
promised to us in Jesus Christ.
Sometimes we find ourselves in the rich feast of your
presence . . .
We enjoy the relief of forgiveness given and received;
we enjoy a breach in walls of division; our own hearts are
enlarged and our own vision is broadened by new
understanding; we welcome a prodigal home or are
ourselves welcomed home again.
O God, we thank you that you are reconciling all things in
heaven and on earth.
Be patient with us, we pray, in the varied landscapes of
our lives.



Make us patient with one another and even with
ourselves.
Do your good work within us, among us, and beyond us,
too, until our lives and all of creation come fully into your
realm.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
(from tradition)
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…
Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your
kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil for the
kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and
forever. Amen

HYMN  MV 82
“Bathe Me In Your Light”

Bathe me in your light, O God of all, Creator; let it
shine upon my soul with healing and with grace. Be
to me a beacon bright through the shadows of life’s
wounding, showing me the way to live in faith, in
your embrace.
“Bathe Me In Your Light”
Contributors: John Oldham and Ron Klusmeir  © 2002,
One License A-707586

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 214
“May God’s Sheltering Wings”

May God’s sheltering wings, her gathering wings
protect you. May God’s nurturing arms, her cradling



arms sustain you, and hold you in her love, and hold
you in her love.

“May God’s Sheltering Wings”
Tune: Text © Judith Snowdon  © 2004, All rights reserved. Used with
permission.
One License A-707586

*POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the Minister, Rev. Dr. John
Joseph Mastandrea by email or text message.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presiders: Ann Piper, Susan Johnson, Betty Kelman,
PowerPoint: Carol Foley
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta
Reuben Roth and Betty Kelman
Lectors: Fina Adalba, Eila Fowler
Virtual Greeter: May, Liz Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Ali MacDonald
Editor: Mike Russell


