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Service of Worship
March 19, 2023

Fifth Sunday in Lent
Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations
of the Grand River as our community partners and traditional
inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the gift of the
spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 13
“Oh Let the Power Fall on Me”

Oh let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on me.

For we want justice and truth and love, my Lord, we want justice
and truth and love; for we want justice and truth and love, my
Lord, we want justice and truth and love.

“Oh Let the Power Fall On Me”
Text: Birchfield Aymer, Tune: Caribbean © 2000
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Our Pantry



CALL TO WORSHIP
O mortal, can these bones live?
Only the Lord God knows.
O people, hope in the Lord.
With the Lord there is steadfast love and great power to redeem.

*HYMN VU 703
“In the Bulb There Is a Flower”

In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise; butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity,
in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

“In the Bulb There Is a Flower””
Text/Tune: Natalie Sleeth © 1986
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Lord God, Great I Am, you are resurrection and life.
As we worship you this day show us who we are: bearers of
good news, messengers of resurrection; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

LENTEN LITURGY
(Extinguish the Fifth candle)
In a liturgical season of increasing darkness, we extinguish a candle
each week.

One: On these very special Sundays we think more deeply about
Jesus. Sometimes it is hard to know what to do to be a
loving person. As we tell the story of Jesus, we learn how to
be guided and kept safe in God’s care.



Family: We extinguish the fifth candle. We remember how hard it is
to keep faith strong in a troubled world. (Extinguishing of
one Lenten candle)

All: As we watch the smoke rise, we remember that God is
with us, all the way

*RESPONSE MV 85
“Take, O Take Me as I Am”

Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”
Tune/Text: © 1995, The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.
One License A-707586

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
O Lord, if you held our sin against us, who could live, who could
stand?
We seem to have more faith in death than hope in your promise
of life.
We seek peace through war and find security in weapons.
We abandon the hungry, sick, and dying, and pursue wealth by
making others poor.
And even so, you love us;still there is forgiveness with you!
Therefore we worship you; for you alone, O Lord,
can save us from death and redeem us from our sin. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord!
If Jesus Christ dwells in you, the Spirit of God will be your life
and the grace of God will be your righteousness.
And if the Holy Spirit dwells in you, then God, who raised Jesus from
the dead, will also give life to your mortal bodies.
Friends, this is the good news of the gospel:



In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 156
“Dance with the Spirit”

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life abornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.
“Dance with the Spirit”
Text/Tune:Jim Strathdee © Desert Flower Music 1995
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN - Allison Marcaccini

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
O Lord, we wait for you, and in your Word we trust.By the power of
your Spirit, set our hearts and minds
on the source of life and peace. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 Mike Russell
37:1 The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out
by the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it
was full of bones.
37:2 He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry.
37:3 He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O
Lord GOD, you know."
37:4 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them:
O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.
37:5 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to
enter you, and you shall live.



37:6 I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you,
and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live;
and you shall know that I am the LORD."
37:7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I
prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones
came together, bone to its bone.
37:8 I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come
upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in
them.
37:9 Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live."
37:10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
37:11 Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house
of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we
are cut off completely.'
37:12 Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.
37:13 And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people.
37:14 I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have
spoken and will act," says the LORD.

2nd Reading Romans 8:6-11 Eila Fowler
8:6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the
Spirit is life and peace.
8:7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God;
it does not submit to God's law-- indeed it cannot,
8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
8:9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him.
8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin,



the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies
also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

3rd Reading John 11:1-45
11:1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of
Mary and her sister Martha.
11:2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill.
11:3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you
love is ill."
11:4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not lead to
death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may be
glorified through it."
11:5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and
Lazarus,
11:6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days
longer in the place where he was.
11:7 Then after this he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea
again."
11:8 The disciples said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying
to stone you, and are you going there again?"
11:9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those
who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light
of this world.
11:10 But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in
them."
11:11 After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him."
11:12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will
be alright."
11:13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they
thought that he was referring merely to sleep.
11:14 Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.
11:15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may
believe. But let us go to him."
11:16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples,
"Let us also go, that we may die with him."



11:17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been
in the tomb four days.
11:18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
11:19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
console them about their brother.
11:20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met
him, while Mary stayed at home.
11:21 Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died.
11:22 But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask
of him."
11:23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise again."
11:24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day."
11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Those
who believe in me, even though they die, will live,
11:26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?"
11:27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah,
the Son of God, the one coming into the world."
11:28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister
Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for
you."
11:29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him.
11:30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the
place where Martha had met him.
11:31 The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw
Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there.
11:32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at
his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother
would not have died."
11:33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply
moved.
11:34 He said, "Where have you laid him?" They said to him, "Lord,
come and see."
11:35 Jesus began to weep.
11:36 So the Jews said, "See how he loved him!"



11:37 But some of them said, "Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?"
11:38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was
a cave, and a stone was lying against it.
11:39 Jesus said, "Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the
dead man, said to him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he
has been dead four days."
11:40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you
would see the glory of God?"
11:41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and
said, "Father, I thank you for having heard me.
11:42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you
sent me."
11:43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus,
come out!"
11:44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind
him, and let him go."
11:45 Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had
seen what Jesus did, believed in him.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN MV 144
“Like a Healing Stream”

Like a healing stream in a barren desert,
Spirit water bringing life to dusty earth,
God is trickling through our lives as in a dream unfolding,
promising revival and rebirth like a healing stream.



Like a mighty sea reaching for horizons,
Spirit water with a love both deep and wide,
God is working in our hearts to shape a new tomorrow:
God will always challenge and provide!

“Like A Healing Stream”
Text: Tune: Bruce Harding © 2003
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Prophesy to These Bones”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us, even when we cannot risk sticking up
for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all forms
of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.
—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known;
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Kencaand Tune: © 1674
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, giver of life, we thank you for raising us up
and joining us together as one people, your people,
flesh and bone in the body of Christ. As you have delivered us from
death, use our lives to proclaim the good news.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will be
our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

Out of the depths we cry to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our voices and be attentive to our prayers.
We pray for those whose hope is lost, who feel dried up and cut off
from you.



By your grace, open their graves; bring them back to the land of
the living.
We pray for those who are oppressed, held captive by the power of
death.
Release them from their chains; unbind them and let them go!
We pray for those who weep, lost and lifeless in fear and regret.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will be
our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. Jesus,
remember me, when you come into your kingdom.

“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

Grant them the peace of your presence;
show them what your love can do.
We pray for those who are dying, the light of life fading in their eyes.
Help them to believe in you, so that they may live and never die.
We thank you, O Lord, for having heard our prayers.
Enable us to trust in you, and thus to see your glory;
through Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen



*HYMN  VU 586                    
“We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection”

We shall go out with hope of resurrection,
we shall go out, from strength to strength go on,
we shall go out and tell our stories boldly;
tales of a love that will not let us go.
We’ll sing our songs of wrongs that can be righted,
we'll dream our dreams of hurts that can be healed,
we’ll weave and cloth of all the world united
within the vision of new life in Christ.
We’ll give a voice to those who have not spoken,
we’ll find the words for those whose lips are sealed,
we’ll make the tunes for those who sing no longer
expressive love alive in every heart.
We’ll share our joy with those who still are weeping,
raise hymns of strength for hearts that break in grief,
we’ll leap and dance the resurrection story
including all in circles of our love.
“We Shall Go Out with Hope of Resurrection”
Text: June Boyce Tillman Tune: John Barnard © 1982
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 216
“Wherever You May Go”

Wherever you may go, I will follow,
and your people shall be my people too.
Wherever you may go, I will follow,
for I would be faithful, loyal and true.
Say the word and I will stay,
I will never go away,
we will travel side by side
and God’s love will be our guide.

“Wherever You May Go”
Text/Tune:David Kai © 1996
One License A-707586


