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Service of Worship
March 19, 2023

Fourth Sunday in Lent
Saint Patrick’s Sunday

“John the beloved, He became a symbol of the practice of
listening—listening deep within ourselves, within one another, and
within the body of the earth for the beat of the Sacred Presence..”

John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six Nations
of the Grand River as our community partners and traditional
inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton,
Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend the gift of the
spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 13
“Oh Let the Power of Love Fall On Me”

Oh let the power fall on me, my Lord, let the power fall on me;
O let the power from heaven fall on me, let the power fall on me.

For we want justice and truth and love, my Lord, we want justice
and truth and love; for we want justice and truth and love, my
Lord, we want justice and truth and love.

“Oh let the Power of Love Fall on Me”
Text:: Birchfield AymerTune: Caribbean © 2000
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Our Pantry

CALL TO WORSHIP
God does not see as mortals see. We look on the outward
appearance; God looks on the heart.
Jesus, Light of the World, give us eyes to see as you see!
Once we lived in darkness, but now—as children of light, we are
called to what is good and right and true.
Jesus, Light of the World, give us eyes to see as you see!

*HYMN VU 747
“The Lord’s My Shepherd”

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie
in pastures; he leadeth me, the quiet waters by.

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me, and in
God’s house forever more my dwelling place shall be.

“The Lord’s My Shepherd”
Text: Scottish Psalter Tune: Jane Seymour Irvinee © 1872
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Holy God, why is it that we look, but do not see?
Bring us again and again into your light until your ways become
visible to us, and bear fruit in us.
Touch us so that we are utterly changed, “before” and “after,” a “now”
and “then”; that we may also say, “One thing I do know, that though I
was blind, now I see.”
Lord, we believe; help our unbelief.
In Christ’s light, we pray. Amen

LENTEN LITURGY
(In a liturgical season of increasing darkness, we extinguish a candle
each week)



One: On these very special Sundays we think more deeply about
Jesus. Sometimes it is hard to know what to do to be a
loving person. As we tell the story of Jesus, we learn how to
be guided and kept safe in God’s care.

Family: We extinguish the fourth candle. We remember how hard it
is to keep faith strong in a troubled world. (Extinguishing of
one Lenten candle)

All: As we watch the smoke rise, we remember that God is
with us, all the way.

*RESPONSE MV 85
“Take, O Take Me as I Am”

Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart
and live in me.

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”
Tune/Text: © 1995, The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.
One License A-707586

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Gracious God, we are people who still love darkness rather than
light.
We keep shameful deeds secret, but flaunt our occasional acts
of virtue.
We see ourselves as blameless, but pass judgment on others.
We do not stand firmly enough with those who are vulnerable,
but step back, protecting ourselves.
Forgive us, we pray.
Bring us into your light that we may see ourselves rightly.
Bring us into your light that we may know ourselves loved.
Bring us into your light that we may live more fruitful lives.
Keep raising us, we pray, from the deadness of sin, and shine upon
us with your grace.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.
Amen.



SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
The psalmist assures us that God’s goodness and mercy will follow
us,even pursue us, all the days of our life.
As God’s forgiven people, receive this goodness and mercy, and
live a new life in the grace of Jesus Christ.
We will live as children of the light for Christ shines on us. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you. And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 156
“Dance with the Spirit”

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life abornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

“Dance with the Spirit”
Text/Tune:Jim Strathdee © Desert Flower Music 1995
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN - Allison Marcaccini

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Gracious God, illumine our hearts and minds as the Scriptures are
read and proclaimed, so that by the power of your Holy Spirit we may
see what is good and right and true. And seeing, help us to do
what is pleasing to you, so that your glory becomes visible in
our words and deeds. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading I Samuel 16:1-13 Grant Lorenz
16:1 The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul?
I have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil
and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons."



16:2 Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me."
And the LORD said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD.'
16:3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall
do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you."
16:4 Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and
said, "Do you come peaceably?"
16:5 He said, "Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD;
sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice." And he
sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
16:6 When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, "Surely the
Lord's anointed is now before the LORD."
16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the
LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart."
16:8 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before
Samuel. He said, "Neither has the LORD chosen this one."
16:9 Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, "Neither has
the LORD chosen this one."
16:10 Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these."
16:11 Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said,
"There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And
Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and bring him; for we will not sit down
until he comes here."
16:12 He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint
him; for this is the one."
16:13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the
presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily
upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.



2nd Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 Jill Strapp
5:8 For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light.
Live as children of light- 5:9 for the fruit of the light is found in all that
is good and right and true. 5:10 Try to find out what is pleasing to the
Lord. 5:11 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but
instead expose them. 5:12 For it is shameful even to mention what
such people do secretly;5:13 but everything exposed by the light
becomes visible,
5:14 for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
"Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."

3rd Reading John 9:1-41
9:1 As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.
9:2 His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his
parents, that he was born blind?"
9:3 Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he
was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him.
9:4 We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night
is coming when no one can work.
9:5 As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."
9:6 When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud
with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes,
9:7 saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means
Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.
9:8 The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar
began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?"
9:9 Some were saying, "It is he." Others were saying, "No, but it is
someone like him." He kept saying, "I am the man."
9:10 But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"
9:11 He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on
my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.' Then I went and
washed and received my sight."
9:12 They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."
9:13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been
blind.
9:14 Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and
opened his eyes.
9:15 Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received
his sight. He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed,
and now I see."



9:16 Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he
does not observe the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who
is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided.
9:17 So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about
him? It was your eyes he opened." He said, "He is a prophet."
9:18 The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had
received his sight
9:19 and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?"
9:20 His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind;
9:21 but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know
who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for
himself."
9:22 His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for
the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be
the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.
9:23 Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."
9:24 So for the second time they called the man who had been blind,
and they said to him, "Give glory to God! We know that this man is a
sinner."
9:25 He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I
do know, that though I was blind, now I see."
9:26 They said to him, "What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?"
9:27 He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become his disciples?"
9:28 Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses.
9:29 We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we
do not know where he comes from."
9:30 The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing! You do not
know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.
9:31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen
to one who worships him and obeys his will.
9:32 Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone
opened the eyes of a person born blind.
9:33 If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."



9:34 They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you
trying to teach us?" And they drove him out.
9:35 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found
him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"
9:36 He answered, "And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe
in him."
9:37 Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking
with you is he."
9:38 He said, "Lord, I believe." And he worshiped him.
9:39 Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those
who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind."
9:40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,
"Surely we are not blind, are we?"
9:41 Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin.
But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 266
“Amazing Grace”

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like
me! I once was lost, but now I am found, was blind, but now I
see.

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as
the sun, we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d
first begun.

“New Britain”
Text: John Henry Newton, Tune: Virginia Harmony © 1831
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Rise and Anoint”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION



DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us, even when we cannot risk sticking up
for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all forms
of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.
—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known;
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Kencaand Tune: © 1674
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.



It is right to give God thanks and praise.
In gratitude, O God, we come to your table, into your presence, into
your house. For all that you have done for us, most especially, for
bringing us into the light of Jesus Christ, we offer our thanks and
praise. We long to live as children of light, doing what is pleasing to
you and bearing the fruit of the light.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will be
our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom. Jesus,
remember me when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

God our faithful Shepherd, we depend on you for everything we
need:for healing in injury and comfort in sorrow. You respond in
abundant provision. Thank you for your tender care of us. Thank you
for soothing the wounds of this life. Thank you that in the presence of
enemies, especially the last enemy of death, you are with us, as
Shepherd, Host, Home. Knowing your faithfulness in our lives, we
bring before you the lives of others,the cares of this world, entrusting
all things to your goodness and mercy. Bring healing to those who
are ill in mind, body, or spirit. Bring release to those who are held
captive by old hurts or new bonds that oppress and entangle. Bring
freedom to those unjustly accused, relief to those burdened with
debt,comfort to all who suffer from abuse of any kind.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will be
our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 148
“Jesus, Remember Me”

Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom. Jesus,
remember me, when you come into your kingdom.
“Jesus Remember Me”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1978
One License A-707586

We pray for people living precariously in the midst of war.

Protect, we pray, citizens and soldiers alike, and teach us to put away
our weapons, taking up instead words of peace and reconciliation. By
the power at work in Christ, break down the walls of hostility we build
so that we may learn to live together graciously. We remember those
living in the midst of drought and famine. We pray for rain to fall and
crops to grow, and for generosity to overflow from our own hands and
resources, until all your children receive their daily bread; until all
your children have clean water to drink; until all your children have
adequate shelter and medical care. Compel us to be better stewards
of creation so that our habitation is sustainable and
responsible.Loving God, help us to see the world as you see it;to see
others as you see them; and to see ourselves rightly, too.Because
you have come into this world for judgment, we can leave our
judgments behind. Pursue us all with your goodness and faithful love
until goodness and faithful love fills every heart and informs every
action. We pray these things in the name of the one who came that
we might see,

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen



*HYMN  VU 509                    
“I, The Lord of Sea and Sky”

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry, All who
dwell in deepest sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame, I will
set a feast for them, my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?

Here I am, Lord Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
“I. the Lord of Sea and Sky”
Text:/Tune: Daniel Schutte © 1981
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 216
“Wherever You May Go”

Wherever you may go, I will follow,
and your people shall be my people too.
Wherever you may go, I will follow,
for I would be faithful, loyal and true.
Say the word and I will stay,
I will never go away,
we will travel side by side
and God’s love will be our guide.

“Wherever You May Go”
Text/Tune:David Kai © 1996
One License A-707586


