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Service of Worship
Sunday, November 21, 2021

“Bede Griffiths says of the way of relationship with other faiths
that we need to stop living from only “one half of our soul.”4 We
need to open to the treasure of wisdom in traditions other than
our own. Not only have they much to teach us, but they also

hold the key to unlocking depths within our own religious
inheritance that we know nothing of as yet. Jesus says, “You
must be born anew.” Rebirth means letting go of the cords of

confinement so that newborn vision may emerge.”
John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for
congregational participation.

PRELUDE   

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we acknowledge that since
time immemorial, indigenous peoples have occupied and
cared for this land. In acknowledging this land, the
traditional home of the Huron-Wendat Nation, Metis
Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the New Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and
Six Nations of the Grand River as our community
partners and traditional inhabitants of the lands of the
City of Toronto, Region of Hamilton, Durham Region and
surrounding areas. May we rise with the earth to see the
morning.



GATHERING MUSIC

*HYMN   MV 2
“Come All You People”

Come all you people, come and praise your Maker,
come all you people, come and praise your Maker,
come all you people, come and praise your Maker,
come now and worship the Lord.

“Come All You People”
Tune: Text © 1994, Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community, GIA
Publications, Inc., agent.
One License A-707586

WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR MISSION –  Anti-Racism Matters

CALL TO WORSHIP
(Opening Liturgy is adapted from Revelations )

Grace to you and peace from the one who is
and who was and who is to come,
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the
earth.
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts.
The whole earth is full of God’s glory.

*HYMN VU 327
“All Praise to Thee”

All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, didst yield
the glory that of right was thine, that in our troubled
hearts thy grace might shine; hallelujah, hallelujah!

“All Praise to Thee”
Contributors: F. Bland Tucker Text: © 1985, Church Publishing, Inc.
One License A-707586



OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Sovereign God,
come to us now in silent, holy power.
Still our distracted minds, our bruised hearts,
our longing bodies.
Then speak the power of Jesus’ name
in such a way that we might hear it,
in such a way that we might bear it into the world—
as a people who seek not to preserve what we know
but to make palpable who you are—
for we move and pray by the gift of your breath
within us.
Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
INVOCATION

May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the
sparks of God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we
love. May the universe be on fire with Presence for us
this day.

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let
earth’s greenness shine and its waters breathe with
Spirit. Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and
fresh awakenings rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION John 18:33–37
Holy One,
we dare to call you Lord,
but yield to you only fragments of our lives.
You had nowhere to lay your head;
we surround ourselves with comfort.
We expect to serve you with what remains



after we have indulged our desires.
Forgive our greed, our lack of trust,
our desire to pick the times and places we will
respond to our call.
In your abundant mercy teach us what it means to follow,
even at the cost of our lives.  Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Beloved of God, the mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting—
it cannot be contained, but must be poured out.
Believe this good news: in Jesus Christ, our sin
is forgiven.
Live as a people set free. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 45
“You Are Holy”

You are holy, you show us the way, you are holy, you
show us the way. You show us, you show us, you
show us the way, you show us, you show us, you
show us the way.

“You Are Holy”
Text and music: Traditional Song, South Africa
© 2007 The United Church of Canada
One License A-707586



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

Spirit of truth,
move now in ancient words and cluttered hearts
that we might hear your voice and live,
for we long to be glad servants
of your hidden, holy reign.
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace.
Amen.

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading 2 Samuel 23:1-7
Betty Kelman
2nd Reading Revelation 1:4-8
Susan Johnson
3rd Reading John 18:33-37

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God.

*HYMN     VU 356
“Seek Ye First the Kingdom”

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and God’s
righteousness, and all these things shall be added
unto you. Hallelu, hallelujah.

“Seek Ye First the Kingdom”
Words and Music:Karen Lafferty Copyright: © 1972 Maranathai Music
One License A-707586

SERMON    “The Word is Upon Our Tongue ”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION



DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the
sorrows of our hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it
can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us, even when we cannot
risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation,
or their skin colour
Who worry about their employment or who cannot
find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find
housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of
worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and
biphobia, and all forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for
all.

--a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service
“Speaking our Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY



*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessing flow;
Praise God, all creatures high and low;
Give thanks to God in love made known; Creator,
Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Contributors: Thomas Ken, Louis Bourgeois, Unknown Traditional
Tune: Music: Louis Bourgeois, c. 1510-1561 Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711.
© 1995, United Church of Canada
One License A-707586

SHARING THE LIGHT IN PANDEMIC

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.
Let us pray.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your
healing will quickly appear.

Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of
God will be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE
“O Lord Hear My Prayer”

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer.
When I call, answer me. O Lord, hear my prayer,

O Lord my prayer. Come and listen to me.

“O Lord, Hear My Prayer” words and music copyright
© 1991, GIA Publications
One License A-707586



THE LORD’S PRAYER
(the Maori Tradition)
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source all that is and that shall be. Father and Mother
of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The
hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by peoples of the
world! Your heavenly will be done by all created
beings! Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
sustains our hope and comes on earth. With the
breath we need for today, feed us. In the hurts we
absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of
temptation and test, strengthen us. From trials too
great to endure, spare us. From the grip of all this
evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power
that is love, now and forever. Amen

*HYMN VU 217
“All Creatures of Our God and King”

All creatures of our God and King, lift up our voice
and with us sing; hallelujah, hallelujah! Bright
burning sun with golden beam, soft shining moon
with silver gleam, sing praises, sing praises,
hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.

“All Creatures of our God and King”
Tune and Text: St Francis of Assisi © 1906 G. Schimer Harmony
One License A-707586

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION



*SUNG RESPONSE MV 218
“May the Love of the Lord”

May the love of the Lord rest upon your soul.
May God’s love dwell in you, throughout every day.
May God’s countenance shine upon you and be
gracious to you. May God’s Spirit be upon you as you
leave this place.

“May the Love of the Lord”
Contributors: Maria Ling Poh Choo © 2000 General Board of Global Ministries
One License A-707586

*POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please
make yourself known to the Minister, Rev. Dr. John
Joseph Mastandrea by email or text message.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presiders: Ann Piper, Susan Johnson, Betty Kelman,
Dr. Cole Sadler, Joan Bigley
PowerPoint: Carol Foley
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor), James Nicolson
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta
Reuben Roth and Betty Kelman
Lectors: Betty Kelman, Susan Johnson
Virtual Greeter: May Chong, Liz Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Ali MacDonald


