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Service of Worship
February 26, 2023

Black History Month
First Sunday in Lent

“...we need to find ways of sharing our intimate experiences of the
Mystery, for we are one.” - John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 4
“All Who Are Thirsty”

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain.
Dip your heart in the stream of life. Let the pain and the
sorrow be washed away in the waves of his mercy as deep
cries out to deep. We sing
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.

“All Who Are Thirsty”
Text:/Tune: Benton Brown and Glenn Robertson © 1998
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Our Pantry

CALL TO WORSHIP
People of God, on this wilderness journey, what will you eat?
The word of the Lord is our daily bread.
People of God, in this time of temptation, how will you live?
Our faith is in the faithfulness of God.
People of God, at this kingdom crossroad, whom will you serve?
We worship the Lord our God alone.

*HYMN VU 226
“For the Beauty of the Earth”

For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies,

God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For each perfect gift sublime to our race so freely given,
graces human and divine, flowers of earth and buds of
heaven.

God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
Text: Folliot Sandford Pierpoint, Tune: David Evans © 1927
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
Wild God of wilderness, as we devote these forty days to you,
shape us by your Holy Spirit into the image of Christ our Lord,
Guide us to be ready, by your grace, to confront the power of
death with the promise of eternal life. Amen

LENTEN LITURGY
In a liturgical season of increasing darkness, we extinguish a
candle each week.



On these very special Sundays we think more
deeply about Jesus. Sometimes it is hard to
know what to do to be a loving person. As we
tell the story of Jesus, we learn how to be
guided and kept safe in God’s care.
Family: We extinguish the first candle. We remember how hard it

is to keep faith strong in a troubled world. (Extinguishing
of one Lenten candle)

As we watch the smoke rise, we remember that God is with
us, all the way.

*RESPONSE
“Take, O Take Me as I Am” MV 85

Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; set your
seal upon my heart and live in me.

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”
Tune/Text: © 1995, The Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc.
One License A-707586

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord God, you know the ways of good and evil.
You know the things that tempt us and the things that give us
life.
You know our nakedness, and you know our sin.
We confess that we have disobeyed your word, denying your
providence and care and relying on our own cleverness.
Have mercy on us, we pray: cover us with your grace, feed us with
the bread of life, and re-create us in your image. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Happy are those whose sin is forgiven!
Be glad in the Lord and shout for joy: in Jesus Christ we are
forgiven.
Thanks be to God! Amen



SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 156
“Dance with the Spirit”

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life abornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

“Dance with the Spirit”
Text/Tune:Jim Strathdee © Desert Flower Music 1995
One License A-707586

INTRODUCTION TO THE IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES

*HYMN  VU 105
“Dust and Ashes Touch Our Face”

Dust and ashes touch our face,
mark our failure and our falling.
Holy Spirit, come walk with us tomorrow,
take us as disciples,
washed and wakened by your calling.

Take us by the hand and lead us,
lead us through the desert sands,
bring us living water,
Holy Spirit, come.

“Dust and Ashes Touch Our Face”
Tune: Ron Klusmeier, Text: Brian Wren, (c) 1989 Hope Publishing Company
One License A-707586

IMPOSITION OF THE ASHES
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. In
life and in death,
I belong to God.



Bless the Lord my soul and bless God’s holy name. Bless the Lord
my soul who leads me into life.

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN - Allison Marcaccini

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
O Lord, may the words of your mouth be our daily bread, and may
the leading of your Spirit become our way. Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading   Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7  Mike Russell

2:15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of
Eden to till it and keep it.

2:16 And the LORD God commanded the man, "You may freely
eat of every tree of the garden;

2:17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die."

3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God
say, 'You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?"

3:2 The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden;

3:3 but God said, 'You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'"

3:4 But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die;

3:5 for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil."

3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and
that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be



desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate.

3:7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
loincloths for themselves.

2nd Reading Romans 5:12-19   Joanne Nicolson

5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,
and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because
all have sinned

5:13 sin was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not
reckoned when there is no law.

5:14 Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even
over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam,
who is a type of the one who was to come.

5:15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died
through the one man's trespass, much more surely have the grace
of God and the free gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ,
abounded for the many.

5:16 And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man's sin. For
the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but
the free gift following many trespasses brings justification.

5:17 If, because of the one man's trespass, death exercised
dominion through that one, much more surely will those who
receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness
exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.

5:18 Therefore just as one man's trespass led to condemnation for
all, so one man's act of righteousness leads to justification and life
for all.



5:19 For just as by the one man's disobedience the many were
made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be
made righteous.

3rd Reading Matthew 4:1-11

4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil.

4:2 He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was
famished.

4:3 The tempter came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become loaves of bread."

4:4 But he answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"

4:5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the
pinnacle of the temple,

4:6 saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down;
for it is written, 'He will command his angels concerning you,' and
'On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash
your foot against a stone.'"

4:7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put the Lord your
God to the test.'"

4:8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor;

4:9 and he said to him, "All these I will give you, if you will fall
down and worship me."

4:10 Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is written,
'Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.'"



4:11 Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and
waited on him.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN MV 143
“We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”

We cannot own the sunlit sky, the moon, the wild flow’rs
growing, for we are part of all that is within life’s river flowing.
With open hands receive and share, the gifts of God’s
creation, that all may have abundant life in every earthly
nation.

God calls humanity to join as partners in creating a future
free from want or fear, life’s goodness celebrating, that new
world beckons from afar, invites our shared endeavour, that
all may have abundant life and peace endure forever.

“We Cannot Own the Sunlit Sky”
Text: Ruth Duck Tune: Marty Haugen © 2002
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Eyes are Opened”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.



We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known;
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Kencaand Tune: © 1674
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

We give you thanks and praise, O God, for the free and abundant
gift of grace you have given us in Jesus Christ. Let the simple gifts
of our lives be a sign of our unending gratitude for your undying
love.



Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 16
“Come and Fill our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord
are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1982
One License A-707586

With all the faithful, let us pray to the Lord, who is our hiding place
in times of trouble, who surrounds us with glad cries of
deliverance. We pray for all who are hungry whether hungry for
power and glory or hungry for a simple meal. Show the mighty that
you alone can satisfy their deepest need, and feed the poor from
the abundance of your good creation.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MU 16
“Come and Fill Our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord
are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1982
One License A-707586

We pray for the church in times of trial whether tested by
tempestuous change or tempted by safety of the status quo. Give
us peace when anger and fear threaten to divide us, and
challenge us when we are too comfortable in this world. We pray



for leaders in high places whether determined to help those who
suffer or distant from the cries of the oppressed. Open their eyes
to see your saving power at work, and open their ears to hear your
prophets’ calls for justice. Lord God, instruct us in the way we
should go and let your steadfast love surround us always.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  VU 375                    
“Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness”

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow thro’ the wilderness calling
and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from
placidness, Wind, Wind on the sea.

You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, then you
coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep, and over
the eons you called to each thing: wake from your slumber
and rise on your wings.

Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow thro’ the wilderness calling
and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from
placidness, Wind, Wind on the sea.

You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, from the
bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams, our women
see visions, our men clear their eyes, with bold new
decisions your people arise.



Spirit, Spirit of gentleness, blow thro’ the wilderness calling
and free; Spirit, Spirit of restlessness, stir me from
placidness, Wind, Wind on the sea.

“Spirit of Gentleness”
Text:/Tune: James Manley © 1975
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 216
“Wherever You May Go”

Wherever you may go, I will follow, and your people shall be
my people too. Wherever you may go, I will follow, for I would
be faithful, loyal and true.

Say the word and I will stay, I will never go away, we will travel
side by side and God’s love will be our guide.

“Wherever You May Go”
Text/Tune:David Kai © 1996
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea
by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Meilana Dickenson
PowerPoint: Sharon Smith, Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne
Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor),
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Mike Russell , Joanne Nicolson
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Russell Powell, Matthew Coynes,
Editor: Mike Russell




