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Service of Worship
February 19, 2023

Black History Month
Celebration of Baptism

“...we need to find ways of sharing our intimate experiences of the
Mystery, for we are one.” - John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 4
“All Who Are Thirsty”

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain.
Dip your heart in the stream of life. Let the pain and the
sorrow be washed away in the waves of his mercy as deep
cries out to deep. We sing
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.

“All Who Are Thirsty”
Text:/Tune: Benton Brown and Glenn Robertson © 1998
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Our Pantry

CALL TO WORSHIP
The Holy One is our sovereign.
Let us praise God’s great and awesome name!
Mighty ruler, lover of justice, you have established fairness among
us.

*HYMN VU 289
“It Only Takes a Spark”

It only takes a spark to get a fire going,
and soon all those around can warm up in its glowing:
that’s how it is with God’s love, once you’ve experienced it;
you spread God’s love to everyone, you want to pass it on.

I wish for you my friend, this happiness that I’ve found
on God you can depend, it matters not where you’re bound;
I’ll shout it from the mountain top, I want my world to know:
the Lord of love has come to me, I want to pass it on.

“It Only Takes a Spark”
Text/Tune: Kurt Kaiser © 1969
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
God of majesty and might, you have blessed us with revelations of
your glory.
Give us the gift of faith, that we may hear your voice for
ourselves and see Jesus Christ revealed to us that we may
stand on our own without fear. Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the sparks of
God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. May the
universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 



May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let earth’s
greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit.
Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and fresh
awakenings rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Glorious God, you are all wisdom and a lamp to our feet, yet we
fail to listen to you and neglect to follow your guidance.
Forgive us, heal us, and lead us on, that we may walk in your
ways and be happy in your refuge. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
The good news of our faith is this:if we call upon God we will be
answered and forgiven.
That promise gives us peace and joy; let us share that peace
and joy with one another. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 156
“Dance with the Spirit”

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life abornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

“Dance with the Spirit”
Text/Tune:Jim Strathdee © Desert Flower Music 1995
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN - Allison Marcaccini



A CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM

Matteo Di Piazza Ramon, child of Angela Di Piazza and Priscilla
Ramon

Victor Angelus Arboleda, child of Raquel Bartolome and Angelique
Arboleda

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The sacrament of baptism is the one rite of initiation into
membership in the Christian Church. We are united with Christ,
united with one another and the Christian community of every time
and place; we are called as Disciples of Christ to Christ’s ministry
of love, peace, and justice, and strengthened by the Holy Spirit for
the work of the church in the world. During this sacrament we all
recommit ourselves to this calling.

PROMISES OF PARENTS
One: Will you accept the responsibility of acting and speaking on
your child’s behalf? Will you endeavor to show your child the
Christian life and to grow with your child in faith?

Parents:   I will, God being my helper.
One: Will you join with this community of faith to celebrate God’s

presence, live with respect in creation, and love and serve
others?

Parents:   I will, God being my helper.

PROMISE OF GODPARENTS
Concetta Di Piazza and Celia Ramon

Nina Amiha and Uriel Medellin

One: Will you grow in faith with this child, trusting that, “you
are not alone, and that you live in God’s world”?
Godparents:   I will, God being my helper.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
One: Do you believe in God and in God’s unconditional love as
revealed in Jesus Christ?
Parents:    Yes, I do!



One: Will you seek justice and resist evil?
Parents:    I will, by the grace of God.
One: Will you follow Jesus in both your words and deeds?
Parents:   Yes, with God being my helper.

CONGREGATIONAL COMMITMENT
One: By the grace of God, will you, the members of the Manor
Road United Church, commit to support and nurture within a
community which worships God, resists evil and seeks justice?
Congregation: We will, God being our helper.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE POURING OF WATER
Gracious and Holy God, we bless you for the gift of life, and, within
it, the gift of water. Over its unshaped promise your Spirit hovered
at creation. By water, comes the growth of the earth. Through
water, you led the children of Israel to freedom. In the waters of
the Jordan your child Jesus was baptized. Now may your Spirit be
upon us and what we do. May this water be a sign of new life in
Christ for all, in whose name we pray. Amen

THE ACT OF BAPTISM

Matteo Di Piazza Ramon, child of Angela Di Piazza and Priscilla
Ramon

Victor Angelus Arboleda, child of Raquel Bartolome and Angelique
Arboleda

One: What is the name of your child?

Parents:

One: I baptize you, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

MARKING OF THE SIGN OF THE CROSS WITH WATER
You are a child of God, with the sign of the cross, you are
marked as Christ’s forever. Amen

BLESSING
Child of God, may the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you
today and always. Amen



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Loving God our light,
make us attentive to your Word as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, that seeing your truth we may live faithful lives until that
great day dawns and the morning star rises in our hearts.
Amen

SCRIPTURE READINGS

1st Reading   Exodus 24:12-18   Alec Seretis
24:12 The LORD said to Moses, "Come up to me on the
mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets of stone,
with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their
instruction."
24:13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses
went up into the mountain of God.
24:14 To the elders he had said, "Wait here for us, until we come
to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a
dispute may go to them."
24:15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud
covered the mountain.
24:16 The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the
cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the cloud.
24:17 Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people
of Israel.
24:18 Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain.
Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

2nd Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21   Fina Aldaba
1:16 For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but
we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty.
1:17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when
that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying,
"This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased."



1:18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we
were with him on the holy mountain.
1:19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You
will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your
hearts.
1:20 First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of
scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation,
1:21 because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and
women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

3rd Reading Matthew 17:1-9
17:1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his
brother John and led them up a high mountain, by themselves.
17:2 And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like
the sun, and his clothes became dazzling white.
17:3 Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking
with him.
17:4 Then Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here; if
you wish, I will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah."
17:5 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, "This is my
Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!"
17:6 When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and
were overcome by fear.
17:7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, "Get up and do
not be afraid."
17:8 And when they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus
himself alone.
17:9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered
them, "Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has
been raised from the dead."

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God



*HYMN MV 82
“Bathe Me in Your Light”

Bathe me in your light, O God of All, Creator:
let it shine upon my soul with healing and with grace.
Be to me a beacon bright through shadows of life's
wounding, showing me the way to live in faith, in your
embrace.

Bathe me in your grace, O One of Spirit’s longing;
teach me of your gentle ways that fill the soul with strength,
Guide me on the pilgrimage that leads to truth and
wholeness, fill me with your promise of a love that knows no
length.

“Bathe Me in Your Light”
Text: John Oldham Tune: Ron Klusmeier © 2002
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Come to the Mountain”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our
hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.



For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known;
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Kencaand Tune: © 1674
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

God of mountaintops and valleys, be our vision of you clouded or
brilliantly clear, we faithfully add our gifts to those being given all
around us. Bless these offerings that they may be transfigured into
your presence in the world.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.



CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 16
“Come and Fill our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord
are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1982
One License A-707586

Sovereign God, you revealed your love and guidance for us on
Mount Sinai and the Mount of Transfiguration, giving us a vision
of how to live in equity and peace. Trusting in your care for us, we
bring to you our prayers. We pray for your church, that it may be
the light of love for all people. We pray for the nations of the world,
that their governors may be wise and compassionate.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MU 16
“Come and Fill Our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord
are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1982
One License A-707586

We pray for those who suffer illness or oppression, that our care
for them may bring your healing and liberation. We pray for your
creation, that we may be your wise and obedient stewards. We
pray for all those who are in search of you, that they may walk by
the lamp of your Spirit and be at peace in your light now and
forever. Joined together in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
majesty and honor are yours, Holy One, forever and ever.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  VU 87                     
“I Am the Light of the World”

I am the light of the world! You people come and follow me!
If you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery of what you
were meant to do and be.

To find the lost and lonely one, to heal the broken soul with
love, to feed the hungry children with warmth and good food,
to feel the earth below, the sky above!

I am the light of the world! You people come and follow me! If
you follow and love you’ll learn the mystery of what you were
meant to do and be.

To bring hope to every task you do, to dance at a baby’s new
birth, to make music in an old person’s heart, and sing to the
colours of the earth!

“I Am the Light of the World”
Text:/Tune: Jim Strathdee© 1967
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION



*SUNG RESPONSE MV 216
“Wherever You May Go”

Wherever you may go, I will follow, and your people shall be
my people too. Wherever you may go, I will follow, for I would
be faithful, loyal and true.

Say the word and I will stay, I will never go away, we will travel
side by side and God’s love will be our guide.

“Wherever You May Go”
Text/Tune:David Kai © 1996
One License A-707586

POSTLUDE
We are glad you have come! If you are a visitor, please make
yourself known to the minister, Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea
by email or text message. ministermruc@gmail.com or text 416
809 6044

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS
Presider: Fina Aldaba
PowerPoint: Sharon Smith, Betty Kelman, Carol Foley, Joanne
Nicolson
Co-host: Joanne Nicolson (Film Editor),
Zoom Host: Justin Ancheta, Betty Kelman
Lectors: Alec Seretis , Fina Adalba
Virtual Greeter: Liz Smith, Sharon Smith
Candle Lighters: James and Ainsley McKinnon
Sound: Russell Powell, Matthew Coynes,
Editor: Mike Russell


