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Service of Worship
February 12, 2023

Black History Month
“Too often in the past our approach to truth has been to assume

that we have it and others do not.” - John Philip Newell

Responses and Prayers in bold type are for congregational
participation.

PRELUDE

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE TERRITORY
As we gather for worship, we honour and thank the Huron-Wendat
Nation, Metis Nation of Ontario, Mississaugas of the Credit First
Nation, Mississaugas of Scugog Island First Nation and Six
Nations of the Grand River as our community partners and
traditional inhabitants of the lands of the City of Toronto, Region of
Hamilton, Durham Region and surrounding areas. May we extend
the gift of the spirit spoken from the heart for today.

GATHERING MUSIC MV 4
“All Who Are Thirsty”

All who are thirsty, all who are weak, come to the fountain.
Dip your heart in the stream of life. Let the pain and the
sorrow be washed away in the waves of his mercy as deep
cries out to deep. We sing
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.
Come, Lord Jesus, come. Come, Lord Jesus, come.

“All Who Are Thirsty”
Text:/Tune: Benton Brown and Glenn Robertson © 1998
One License A-707586



WORDS OF WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

MINUTE FOR OUR MISSION - Our Pantry

CALL TO WORSHIP
Happy are those who walk in the way of the Lord,
who seek God with their whole hearts.

*HYMN MV 89
“Love Is the Touch”

Love is the touch of intangible joy;
love is the force that no fear can destroy;
love is the goodness we gladly applaud;
God is where love is, for love is of God.

Love is the Maker and Spirit and Son;
love is the kingdom their will has begun;
love is the path which the saints all have trod:
God is where love is, for love is of God.

“Love Is the Touch”
Text: Allison Robertson, Tune: John Bell © 1998
One License A-707586

OPENING PRAYER
God be with you.
And also with you.
God of blessing, you call us to be one with you and your creation
in love, faithfulness, and truth.
Help us to carry out the vows we make: to adore you with our
whole heart, to live in mutual support of one another, and to
love as if your reign has fully come. Amen

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE AND INVOCATION     
May the angels of light glisten for us this day. May the sparks of
God’s beauty dance in the eyes of those we love. May the
universe be on fire with Presence for us this day. 

May the new sun’s rising grace us with gratitude. Let earth’s
greenness shine and its waters breathe with Spirit.



Let heaven’s winds stir the soil of our soul and fresh
awakenings rise within us. Amen

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Our God is a loving God.
Therefore, let us confess our sins that we may choose life
and live. Amen

SILENT REFLECTION

ASSURANCE
Sisters and brothers, by the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven.
Sing praises with an upright heart as we learn the ways of
God. Amen

SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The Peace of Christ be with you.
And also, with you!
(Please share the peace of Christ with a hand wave)

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  MV 156
“Dance with the Spirit”

Dance with the Spirit early in the mornin’,
walk with the Spirit throughout the long day.
Work and hope for the new life abornin’,
listen to the Spirit to show you the way.

“Dance with the Spirit”
Text/Tune:Jim Strathdee © Desert Flower Music 1995
One License A-707586

ENCOUNTERING THE CHILD WITHIN - Allison Marcaccini

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
Loving God, anoint us with your Holy Spirit, as we hear your Word
this day.
Fill us with your truth that we may walk in the ways of God
and to the glory of your realm. Amen



SCRIPTURE READINGS
1st Reading   Deuteronomy 30:15-20    Grant Lorenz

30:15 See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death
and adversity.

30:16 If you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I
am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, walking
in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and
ordinances, then you shall live and become numerous, and the
LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to
possess.

30:17 But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led
astray to bow down to other gods and serve them,

30:18 I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live
long in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to enter and
possess.

30:19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I
have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose
life so that you and your descendants may live,

30:20 loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to
him; for that means life to you and length of days, so that you may
live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

2nd Reading  I Corinthians 3:1-9  Joan Bigley

3:1 And so, brothers and sisters, I could not speak to you as
spiritual people, but rather as people of the flesh, as infants in
Christ.

3:2 I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for
solid food. Even now you are still not ready,



3:3 for you are still of the flesh. For as long as there is jealousy
and quarreling among you, are you not of the flesh, and behaving
according to human inclinations?

3:4 For when one says, "I belong to Paul," and another, "I belong
to Apollos," are you not merely human?

3:5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom
you came to believe, as the Lord assigned to each.

3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth.

3:7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is
anything, but only God who gives the growth.

3:8 The one who plants and the one who waters have a common
purpose, and each will receive wages according to the labor of
each.

3:9 For we are God's servants, working together; you are God's
field, God's building.

3rd Reading Matthew 5:21-37

5:21 "You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times,
'You shall not murder'; and 'whoever murders shall be liable to
judgment.'

5:22 But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother or sister,
you will be liable to judgment; and if you insult a brother or sister,
you will be liable to the council; and if you say, 'You fool,' you will
be liable to the hell of fire.

5:23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you
remember that your brother or sister has something against you,

5:24 leave your gift there before the altar and go; first be
reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and offer your
gift.



5:25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the
way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the
judge, and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into
prison.

5:26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out until you have paid the
last penny.

5:27 "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit
adultery.'

5:28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with
lust has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

5:29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your
whole body to be thrown into hell.

5:30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members than for your
whole body to go into hell.

5:31 "It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her
a certificate of divorce.'

5:32 But I say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on
the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and
whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.

5:33 "Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient
times, 'You shall not swear falsely, but carry out the vows you
have made to the Lord.'

5:34 But I say to you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is
the throne of God,



5:35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is
the city of the great King.

5:36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one
hair white or black.

5:37 Let your word be 'Yes, Yes' or 'No, No'; anything more than
this comes from the evil one.

RESPONSE
Hear the Wisdom told to us through the Ages.
Thanks be to God

*HYMN VU 703
“In the Bulb There Is a Flower”

In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed, an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to
be, unrevealed until its season, something God alone can
see.

In our end is our beginning; in our time, infinity; in our doubt
there is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last, a victory,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

“In the Bulb There Is a Flower”
Text/Tune: Natalie Sleeth © 1986
One License A-707586

SERMON
“Choose Life”
The Rev. Dr. John Joseph Mastandrea

SILENT REFLECTION

DIVERSITY CREED
For The Great Diversity You Have Created
Creator, we come to you with both the joys and the sorrows of our



hearts.
We are grateful for the gift of life and the joy that it can bring.
For families and friends who love us.
For allies who stick up for us,
even when we cannot risk sticking up for ourselves.
For the great diversity you have created in our world.
We pray for those who suffer from discrimination
because of their gender identity or sexual orientation, or their skin
colour.
Who worry about their employment or who cannot find a job.
For those who must hide who they are to find housing.
For those who are not safe on our streets.
For those who do not feel safe in their place of worship.
Help us to end homophobia, transphobia, and biphobia,and all
forms of discrimination and hate.
Show us the way to make this world a better place for all.

—a prayer by Ruth Wood, from the worship service “Speaking Our
Truth”

OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND WORK

OFFERTORY INSTRUMENTAL

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  VU 541
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures high and low;
give thanks to God in love made known;
Creator, Word and Spirit, One.

“Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Text: Thomas Kencaand Tune: © 1674
One License A-707586

GREAT THANKSGIVING
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.



It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, we offer you these gifts with thanks, so that together we
may plant and water the seeds of your new world.  May we be
your faithful servants as we cultivate your love, knowing that in all
we accomplish, it is you who gives the growth.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MV 16
“Come and Fill our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord
are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1982
One License A-707586

We pray for the health and vitality of the church:
You command us to honor you by loving one another,
yet all too often there is quarreling and jealousy among us.
Help us to live your law of love
as we seek to grow into the full stature of Christ.
Loving God, help us to turn our hearts toward you.

We pray for the welfare of the world:
You have blessed us with every skill and gift
for nurturing the common good,
yet our self-centered ways incline our hearts toward evil.
Strengthen us to work together
for the mutual benefit of neighbors near and far
and for the life and prosperity of your reign on earth.
Loving God, help us to turn our hearts toward you.

We pray for the well-being of your creation:
Our choices wreak havoc on the world you have made
and put your planet in peril.



Guide our patterns of consumption for the flourishing
of all creation and for generations yet unborn.
Loving God, help us to turn our hearts toward you.

Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will
quickly appear.
Our righteousness will go before us, and the glory of God will
be our rear guard.

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE   MU 16
“Come and Fill Our Hearts”

Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord
are holy. Come and fill our hearts with your peace, alleluia!

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”
Text/Tune: Jacques Berthier © 1982
One License A-707586

We pray for all who suffer and are in need:
You call us to care for one other with compassion and steadfast
love, yet we wither in the face of anguish and brokenness.
Equip us for the work of reconciliation, that we might offer hope
and healing in the power of your name.
Loving God, help us to turn our hearts toward you.

We pray for all who are sick and are dying:  May your will for them
be fulfilled. Fill us with your mercy and kindness that we may care
for them with loving hearts as you bring them to the wholeness of
your peace.
Loving God, help us to turn our hearts toward you.

We commend all of life to you, O God, knowing that you hear our
prayers and answer them according to your will; through Jesus
Christ we pray.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

As a mother nurtures her children
Let us pray…



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever.
Amen

*HYMN  VU 506                     
“Take My Life and Let it Be”

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, all for thee;
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless
praise.

Take my love; and I will pour at thy feet its treasure store;
take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

“Take My Life and Let it Be”
Text: Francis Ridley Havergal Tune: John T. Wilkinson © 1980
One License A-707586 

*COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION

*SUNG RESPONSE MV 216
“Wherever You May Go”

Wherever you may go, I will follow, and your people shall be
my people too. Wherever you may go, I will follow, for I would
be faithful, loyal and true.

Say the word and I will stay, I will never go away, we will travel
side by side and God’s love will be our guide.

“Wherever You May Go”
Text/Tune:David Kai © 1996
One License A-707586


