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 Dear Chief/Kukpi7 Rosanne Casimir, 

I am writing to you on behalf of the congregation of Manor Road United Church, a 

congregation in Toronto which is part of the wider United Church of Canada. 

We are writing to say how shocked and angry we were to hear of the discovery of the 

remains of at least 215 children at the site of the former residential school on 

Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation in Kamloops, BC. Our hearts are breaking for 

the families of those deceased children, and the broader Indigenous communities, 

who have endured generations of this systemic abuse without even the dignity of 

knowing what happened to their loved ones. 

We acknowledge that as descendants of settlers in Canada, and as congregants of 

the United Church in Canada, our ancestors played a significant role in the creation 

and management of the residential school system. We also acknowledge and 

condemn the systemic racism of Indigenous people across Canada today.  

As a congregation, we have taken our first steps to stand in solidarity with our 

Indigenous brothers and sisters today. We have updated the sign in front of our 

church, posted to our social media, and will update our website to acknowledge this 

atrocity and in a very small way, honour those children’s lives. Our congregation has 

donated $215 to both Indspire, the Indian Residential School Survivor Society, and 

the Healing Fund as a symbolic gesture in memory of those children. We are 

encouraging our congregants and wider community to donate, become educated, and 

to write to the Prime Minister to request a full enquiry of the sites of all former 

residential schools, employing internationally recognized protocol for dealing with 



mass graves. We are also coming together with our cluster of churches across North 

Toronto to plan a memorial service, likely on 20 June. 

As a congregation, we continue to educate ourselves to better stand in solidarity with 

the Indigenous communities of Canada and to push to dismantle the systemic racism 

that denies those communities the same privileges of others in Canada. We will stay 

tuned to the media to understand what more support would be useful at this time. 

We are holding the community of Tk'emlúps te Secwépemc First Nation in our 

prayers at this time and we continue to pray for justice and peace for all those 

children impacted by the residential school system. 

Blessings, 

 

Rev Dr John Joseph Mastandrea, on behalf of the congregation of Manor Road 

United Church, Toronto, ON 

 

 To Learn More: 

 

"It Shook Me to the Core" - Grief and outrage at the 

discovery of 215 graves of residential school children. To 

help understand the dark context, 12 readings. (From the 

Tyee, BC) 

  

 

Remains of 215 children found buried at former B.C. 

residential school, First Nation says - The former Kamloops 

Indian Residential School is seen on Tk’emlups te 

Secwépemc First Nation in Kamloops, B.C., on May 27, 

2021. The remains of 215 children have been found buried     

                                        on the site, the First Nation said. (From CBC News) 

 

The Kamloops residential school’s mass gravesite: What we 

know about the 215 children’s remains, and Canada’s 

reaction so far - In B.C.’s Interior, the Tk’emlúps te 

Secwépemc First Nation has found the remains of children 

as young as 3 on the site of what used to be Canada’s 

largest residential school. Here’s what we know, and how it’s 

rekindled Indigenous demands for justice and action. (From the Globe and Mail) 

https://thetyee.ca/News/2021/05/29/Shook-My-Core/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tk-eml%C3%BAps-te-secw%C3%A9pemc-215-children-former-kamloops-indian-residential-school-1.6043778
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tk-eml%C3%BAps-te-secw%C3%A9pemc-215-children-former-kamloops-indian-residential-school-1.6043778
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-kamloops-residential-school-mass-graves-215-children-explainer/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-kamloops-residential-school-mass-graves-215-children-explainer/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-kamloops-residential-school-mass-graves-215-children-explainer/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/british-columbia/article-kamloops-residential-school-mass-graves-215-children-explainer/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/tk-eml%C3%BAps-te-secw%C3%A9pemc-215-children-former-kamloops-indian-residential-school-1.6043778
https://thetyee.ca/News/2021/05/29/Shook-My-Core/


Ways to Give: 

 

 

Indspire is an Indigenous national charity that invests in the 

education of First Nations, Inuit 

and Métis people for the long-term benefit of these 

individuals, their families and communities, and Canada. 

  

  

 

  

The Indian Residential School Survivors Society  - a 

provincial organization with a 20 year history of providing 

services to Indian Residential School Survivors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Healing Fund, established in 1994, is a 

grant that supports healing initiatives in 

Indigenous communities to address the ongoing 

impacts of the residential school system. Many 

name a need for mending, restoring, and celebrating—a sense of loss, along with 

hope for rebuilding identity. 

 

 

Or donate to the Samaritan Fund at MRUC to combine 

your giving with other congregation members. E-

transfer from your bank to Manor Road United Church 

at manorroaduc@gmail.com, or at our website, or by 

mailing a cheque to Manor Road United Church: 

Attention: Marianne Eschker, Manor Road United 

Church, 240 Manor Road East, Toronto, Ontario,  

M4S 1R8 

  

https://indspire.ca/programs/
https://www.irsss.ca/home
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/healing-fund
http://manorroaduc@gmail.com/
http://manorroadunitedchurch.com/ministry/financial-giving/
https://united-church.ca/community-and-faith/being-community/indigenous-ministries/healing-fund
https://www.irsss.ca/home
https://indspire.ca/programs/


 

  

 


