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GOSPEL  John 1:6-9, 29-39  
 

REFLECTION  What Are You Seeking?  

Jesus notices two young men following him and asks, “What are you seeking?” “What are you looking for?”  
 

The disciples have been pointed in Jesus’ direction by John the Baptizer, who has told them that when Jesus was 
baptized, he (John) saw the Spirit resting upon Jesus like a dove. John has pointed his own disciples in Jesus’ 
direction, saying, “I must decrease and he must increase.” John the Baptizer is telling these two young men, “I’ve 
given you what I have to give. I’ve been preparing you for his arrival. Now go. Go and follow him.” 
 

I have to confess that I’m feeling a little bit like John these days as I enter my final months in ministry here among 
you, as I too hope to help to prepare you for the one who is to come. Not that either of us is the Messiah! Nor do I 
have any wish whatsoever to emulate John in losing my head in the leaving! But there are echoes here… We are 
moving towards our farewells—and our new beginnings. I was very aware on Christmas Eve, as I looked out over all 
those who had come, that it was my last service with the community that comes each year to celebrate that holy 
birth.  
 

These days, I’m hoping and praying that before I leave we will know the one who is to come! I would love to be able 
to see who will join you in this ministry that we have shared over these past 11 years—and to be able to say to you, 
“The one who you see before you is the one with whom you will serve into the future!” My prayer is that whoever it is 
who comes, will be as a light to you; even as you will be a light to him or her; for the light of God surely shines 
through us all—if only we have eyes to see. Together you will follow the Christ who will continue to show you the 
way to a life that is God-inspired, purposeful and true. Together you will find ways to continue to deepen and heal 
your relationships with God, and with one another and to find new and creative ways show God’s great love for the 
world.  
 

Jesus asks, “What are you seeking?”  
 

The disciples answer with a question of their own “Where are you staying?”  
 

The truth is, like us, they don’t quite know what they are seeking or how to answer Jesus’ question. So they invite 
themselves over to spend some time with him… because, well, for them, as for us, it is going to take awhile to sort 
these things out.  
 

The question stands open before us today, as it does for disciples of every age: “What are you seeking?” This is the 
question you will be asking yourselves as you prepare to search for and call a new minister in the coming year.  
 

If you are present today and hear your self addressed by that question, consider it an invitation to relationship… 
consider it Christ’s promise to abide through the challenges and changes that lay ahead. Christ says, “Come and 
see.” Ponder the question together. And you will see how Christ will come among us in this new season of your life 
together as church.”  
 

SUNG RESPONSE MV 114 

 

Behold the face of Christ.  
O Jesus Christ, O Living Christ,  
You rise among your people.  

 

GOSPEL  John 1:40-42  
 

REFLECTION  You Shall Be Called Cephas  
 

Jesus looks at Simon and says, “You are Simon (meaning one who has heard), the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas or Peter…(or Rock)!”  
 

Then you read the gospels, and Peter very often seems anything but a rock. Passionate, impetuous, the first to 
declare Jesus the Christ, promising to be faithful unto death and then denying him three times before the cock 
crows, going back to fishing after the crucifixion… and again, the very first to recognize the risen Christ, whereupon 
he throws off his clothes and leaps into the waters to greet him.  
 

But Jesus, on this, their first meeting, clearly sees something in Simon Peter that doesn’t readily meet the eye. In 
spite of his impetuous, passionate, un-predictable nature, Jesus sees something solid, steady and strong residing 
deep within Simon’s soul. The amazing thing is that Jesus actually takes time to ‘take him in’ — to really ‘see’ him, 
to sense the person he truly is in the depths of his being… and to imagine who he might become in his coming to 
wholeness. 
 



I’m reminded of the story of someone observing a butterfly trying to work it’s way out of its chrysalis. The watcher 
decides to help the butterfly along, to hurry the process. The result is that the butterfly falls to the ground without the 
strength in its wings to fly and it dies. It needed the struggle of its slow emergence to thrive. 
 

The Gospels hold us in their sway, I think, partly because through them we witness the struggle of others to come to 
faith and understanding and fullness of life. They don’t meet Jesus, hear him, believe in him and suddenly become 
transformed. Like the butterfly, and like Simon (the one who hears) on the way to becoming Peter (the rock), we too 
must struggle to allow our true selves to emerge, to find our wings, and our way into the wholeness of who we are 
created to be.  
 

Jesuit priest, author, and teacher, Anthony DeMello, once wrote: “Behold the One beholding you, and smiling.” 
Somehow, I think that was Peter’s experience on that day when Jesus named him, of all persons, Rocky! I think he 
must have beheld the one beholding him and smiling.  
 

Perhaps there is an invitation here for us to imagine ourselves, maybe still struggling to emerge into wholeness, still 
struggling to stretch our wings, and all the while being held in Jesus’ knowing smile. “Behold, the One beholding 
you, and smiling.”  
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE MV 114 

 

Behold the face of Christ.  
O Jesus Christ, O Living Christ,  
You rise among your people.  

 

GOSPEL  John 1:43-50  
 

REFLECTION Come and See  
In this brief reading we hear for the second time of someone meeting Jesus and then promptly running off to find 
someone else to tell and invite to come and see. Earlier it was Andrew who went and found Simon and brought him 
to Jesus. Now, it is Philip who runs off to find his brother Nathaniel to share his excitement about this Jesus whom 
he has just met. In the face of Nathaniel’s skepticism, Philip simply says, “Come and see.”  
 

Sometimes we get nervous about sharing our faith with others. We have no problem extolling our favourite coffee 
shop or restaurant. We don’t hesitate to rave about an amazing movie we have seen, or a concert we have 
attended. Yet we hesitate to even mention that we go to church — and worse yet, that we go not out of guilt, but out 
of desire; that we actually pray, and maybe even read the Bible.  
 

I wonder why it is so difficult to say that we find community, meaning, hope and purpose in this gathering, in this 
unlikely community of saints and sinners?  
 

Of course, the thing is… it isn’t done. It isn’t popular these days to be religious. It can be embarrassing for our 
friends to hear it! It may be okay to say we are spiritual but not religious but, the truth is, we live in a secular society 
that is suspicious of religion… and not always without good cause.  
 

Still, I suspect (and dearly hope!) that most of us are here because we find something of worth in our gathering, and 
in the sharing of our lives and our faith with one another. I wonder if that in itself isn’t worth the sharing? We think it’s 
complicated and maybe even scary to talk about matters of faith. But really, if this passage is anything at all to go 
by, perhaps we don’t need big mission strategies—perhaps we simply need to tell those we are closest to that we’ve 
found something here that is worth being a part of. Perhaps it is only three words we really need to utter: “Come and 
see.” “Come and see.”  
 


