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GENESIS 28:10-19A - JACOB’S DREAM AT BETHEL; PSALM 139:1-12, 23-24 - THE INESCAPABLE GOD; 
 

MATTHEW 13:31.33, 44-52 - MUSTARD SEED AND OTHER PARABLES OF HEAVEN; 
ROMANS 8:12-25 - WE ARE ALL JACOB’S HEIRS/GOD’S CHILDREN 

 

Let my words convey God's Spirit to all who hear, and may God bless us as we gather to contemplate 
His will for us. 
 

God is with me! It's a surprisingly common thing to hear, if you think about it. People make this claim 
all the time, in all sorts of situations both great and grand and small and trivial.  But it's quite a strange 
claim to make. I mean, what could be more pretentious than someone claiming to speak with the 
authority of God? You? Really? You are a mouthpiece of the Almighty? Really? Of all the people in all 
the world, God has chosen you through whom to convey whatever it is that needs to be said? Really? 
And yet it's something uttered frequently enough that you'd think that it would've been totally devalued 
as a claim by now. 
 

Often enough it's uttered by crazy people, and life in the city affords you frequent enough encounters 
with crazy people to know what crazy sounds like. But it isn't only crazy people who claim to be 
speaking on behalf of God. Or at least not people who give any OTHER indication that they're crazy. 
If only crazy people claimed to speak for God, then saying that God speaks to you would be a 
diagnostic tool, and not a question fit for a sermon! 
 

But we encounter people all of the time who claim that God is on their side. The leaders of 
ISIS/Daesh in the Middle East claim to speak with God's authority, even though most other people of 
the world are pretty sure that the one source of authority they CANNOT have is that bestowed by 
God. And it isn't just evildoers and troublemakers who claim that God is on their side. Our own 
leaders sometimes speak as if God's sole purpose were to support whatever it is they are seeking 
support for - including occasionally themselves!  
 

But we shouldn't cast too jaundiced an eye at such behaviour. We're all ultimately guilty of it. When 
we admonish or instruct our children, isn't the unspoken authority which we presume to speak for that 
of God? Sometimes we're even correct when we do so! Which only shows how easy it is to become 
confused and get it wrong, (since nobody's judgment is flaw-less, and some folks have terrible 
judgment to begin with)! And that presumes that we're trying hard to be right: the line between 
righteousness and self-righteousness is a thin and weather-worn one that's hard to see at the best of 
times. 
 

Certainly Jacob thought that God was on his side, or at least that was the message he drew from his 
encounter with the angel at Luz. Or Bethel. Or whatever wherever that place was called. It really 
doesn't matter, nor does it matter where it is. It could be anywhere. It could be right here. But as the 
story of Jacob unfolds in the Book of Genesis, it's clear to us that it isn't really a matter of God being 
on Jacob's side: it is that Jacob and his heirs and descendants are called to be on God's side. 
 

In Jacob's mind, God is a guarantor of his future prosperity: and his future is indeed a prosperous 
one. But we know that there's a lot more to it than that. 
 

Psalm 139 is about The Inescapable God. What's implied in the reading isn't that God is with you on 
your journey – God isn't the Inescapable Bodyguard! Instead, the idea is that our journey should be 
guided by God. The metaphors in the Psalm are all about God leading us, guiding us, clearing a path 
for us - the obvious implication being that we should go down the path that he has cleared. Nor is 
God's path necessarily an easy one just because he has led us down it. "If I say, surely the darkness 
shall cover me" isn't exactly a promise of fame and fortune. Yet "even the night shall be light about 



me. Yea, the darkness hides not from You; but the night shines like the day; the darkness and the 
light are both alike to God." 
 

The path may not be easy, and it almost certainly won't be glorious. Jesus hints at this in the parable 
he tells his followers and his disciples in this week's readings from Matthew. The parables of the 
mustard seed, and the yeast in bread, certainly don't speak of glory. There's nothing glorious about 
mustard seeds or yeast. And yet choosing to be on God's side is like those things: it is a seemingly 
small thing that will grow within you to be something marvelous and wondrous to behold. It may even 
seem like a crazy or foolish thing to follow God's path by His side. Few people would sell all that they 
had to buy a field or a single pearl. But if it is the path that God has given us to follow, we should 
proceed upon it knowing that God will be with us on that journey, and that the journey will be 
worthwhile, as will the destination. Paul certainly has that faith, and the reading from his Epistle to the 
Romans is his attempt to make the Church in Rome understand the same thing. Being on God's side 
isn't meant to be the same as being on the side of worldly success, or wealth, or power. Paul certainly 
wasn't a big proponent of prosperity-Gospel! In many ways he is both the Isaiah AND the Jeremiah of 
the New Testament! But Paul keeps faith in his journey with God, at least in part because he has his 
eye on the destination at the end of the journey. 
 

It's never easy, taking God's side. The world is never very much interested in God's side, no matter 
what era one finds oneself talking about or living in. Jacob certainly wasn't living large at the period of 
today's reading! Neither were many of the prophets who were among his descendants. And Paul is 
positively gloomy at the end of today's reading from Romans:"For we know that the whole world 
groans and struggles as one in pain until now. And not only the whole world, but we who have 
received God's Spirit also. "Not exactly a message of "Praise God, and good things will happen to 
you"! 
 

And there is much cause for gloom these days. War and the upheaval caused by war continue to scar 
our world; in the Middle East; in Africa; and even closer to home. It seems strife is never very far 
away. And yet I don't think we have greater cause for gloom than Jacob or the Psalmist had in their 
day. We most certainly have less occasion for despair than did Paul and the early Christians of the 
Roman Empire. 
 

That's the world, and the world has always had its problems, and always will. It's easy enough to get 
carried away by the concerns and worries of the world, especially since it is the only world that we 
have to live in. 
 

But being on God's side means transcending the problems of the world and focusing on the path that 
God has set before us. Sometimes that may indeed mean getting involved with the problems of the 
world: helping the helpless, sheltering the homeless, and aiding the needy, without any expectation of 
reward other than to do the thing itself. Sometimes being on God's side can mean NOT getting 
caught up in whatever it is that the world is currently in an uproar about, and staying focused on 
where it is that God wants us to go, and what it is that God wants us to do. 
 

It's not a promise of the road to riches, such as lightened Jacob's spirits following his dream, that God 
offers us. God's is not an easy side to take, even when it seems that it should be. I'm sure that the 
people in this congregation who worked so hard to give us the glorious worship space that we enjoy 
now today can testify to that! But wherever God's path takes us, we should go forward confident that 
as long as we are striving to be on God's side, rather than presuming that he is a partisan of our 
cause, that God will be with us. Amen. 


